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THE 


Great and Weighty CONSIDER ATIONS, ec. 
CONSIDERED. 


753) 75D @ 3 Hatever is the ſubje&t matter upon which we exerciſe our 
£26262) Thoughts, or whereupon we make our Enquiries, doth 
W © not make the Conſiderations of Slight and Vain men 

vw?!) GREAT and WEIGHTY. A man of ſlender En- 
——_—_ == dowments doth not Commence to be Wiſe, as ſoon as 
Joo LED EPI 1) matters of great Moment take up his Thoughts. Bur if he 
> RISIENLY be of ſuch a make, as renders him capable of being in any 
degree Wiſe, he is affefted with an Ingenious Shame, finding the matters too 
hard for his Capacity, and above his reach ; he is diſpleaſed and diſſatisfved 
with his own dark, indiſtin&, and confuſed Conceprions, in -which he himſelf 
can receive no SatisfaCtion : he Suſpends and Derermines nothing bur. that he 
doth nor underſtand the matter, and reſorts with deference to thoſe who are 
Wiſer than himſelf. 

But th re is a ſort of Arrogant Fools who trouble the World, make it Diffi- 
cult ro underitand plain Truth, confound the Notions of things, blend things 
of remote diſtances in their nature rogerher, or put one thing tor another that 
have no affinity to each other, yu and perplex the minds of the Weak : 
who deſerve the Indignation of rhe better ſort of Judgments, who cannor bur 
be empaſſioned while they ſee a grear part of mankind abuſed to their hurr, 
by the villanous practiſes of ſome deſigned to rhe ſufferance of the greateſt mil- 
chiefs, and by a ſort of filly Knaves, preſumptuouſly uling their littl Wit to 
enſnare the Conſciences, to po_ the Minds of the Multitude by ObjcQions ; 
puzzling ſo the weak by ſuch Reaſonings, as none bur Fools could think of, 
and none but bold Knaves would offer to the World : for fol take to be every 
immodeſt man, who will adventure not from his Underſtanding, and therefore 
from his Will, and conſequently his Intereſt, to ſpeak things that have no con- 
ſequence, and are not induc'd by the Laws of Reaſoning and Diſcourſe. Thar 
have a tendency to diſpoſemen to ſcruple of Conſcience, and make them doubr- 
ful and unactive againtt the evils of the greateſt ſize that are deſigned againſt 
them, and to neglect or reſiſt the Counſels of God againſt themſclves, and fa- 
rally fall under the defigned evils, notwithſtanding they are provided of a: juſt 
and allowable Remedy againſt rhem. 

There arc, and eyer was, and ever will be, to the trouble of Mankind, a fort 
of lirerate Fools (who will always obrain ſome repurarion with the ſtupid ad- 
miring Vulgar) made by Nature to little Underſtanding, and who” have loſt 
that little for want of uſing it; who by Books good or bad, it matters nor 
much, become greater Fools than they could have been, if let: ro Simple Nature; 
who by imperte& remembrances, and undue joyning of things more im- 
perte #ly underſtood, make moſt perverſe Judgments in ll things they are con- : 
verſant about. And if ic happen | wa by their Complexion, they prove forward 
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and are opinionated of their falſe Learning they obtrude upon the World their 
unnatural, monſtrous, and incoherent Conceptions. And it they chance to mix 
their Diſcourſes with paſſages of rhe Holy Scriptures, and thereby entitle Reli- 
gion to their abſurdiries, they more powerfully amuſe, diſtract, and abuſe rhe 
Conſciences of the Common People, and perplex them with Scruples and pre- 
judices, .and that ſometimes againſt the only means of their Preſervation, And 
this calls upon, and urgerth the Charity of ſuch to whom God hath given a ber- 
ter underſtanding to appear and come forth for the undeceiving and rectifying 
the Judgments of the moſt deccivable part of mankind, and with juſt Ignominy 
and Scorn to bear down the afſumings and preſumprions of ſuch Pretenders and 
Smatterers in Letters: eſpecially in ſuch a Weighty Matrer as this, when the 
poor People (ifmiſtaken) muſt be miſtaken to rheir Ruine, and periſh by the 
Deceirt, it deceived, which I think is ſcarce poſſible for very many to be by this 
ſrivolous Pretender and Offerer of Conſiderations : which none bur he that de- 
ſerves our Pity could think of ; bur for thar he dares to offer them publickly to 
the World, and under the Stile of [Great and Weighty Conſiderations. ] he moſt 
juſtiy deſerves our indignation, a private Scorn and a publick Cenfure, for that 
purpoſe we will now produce him. 


—— — —— 


HE begins his Conſiderations with a Conſideration and Recommendation of 
himſelf, and would fain _ his honeſty,for he was with reaſon conſcious 
that this undertaking would render him more than probably ſuſpefted : He 


een: as well as any thing he undertakes,and as well as it can be proved, That 


e is an honeſt man. This he would have the World believe, becauſe there is 
ſuch a thing as ſincerity in the World, and for that there have been ſome men 
that have owned an afflitive Righteous Caule againſt ſelf-intereſt, and the dif. 
pleaſure of a prevailing Faction : But we know the Cauſe that he Patroni- 
ſes, is the moſt unrighteous Cauſe that ever any man of Front eſpouſed, but 
that ſhould not trouble us. Burt that which aMlifts us, and is the Ke aking 
of a]l good men: That this Scribler with too much reaſon we know, preſumes 
that the Brave men (whom he reviles for adhering to the only means of the 
ſaving of three Kingdoms) with the Groſs of the Nation, are deſigned to be 
ſubdued by a party of men whoſe ſtrength the King in his profound Knowledge 
and Wiſdome beſt knows how to Calculate: but certainly this Addrefſer imagins 
very great, whatever he pretends. and that heis well backed by force. Other- 
wiſe he could not adventure RT to deſpiſe the Intereſt of a Houſe of Com- 
mons. If this Conſiderer and his Fellow Conſpirators had not ſome ſecret re- 
ſerves of Strength, he would nor adviſe the King as he doth, ro Adhere to and 
Govern with the Houſe of Lords and his Privy Counſel, and to lop off the 
Houſe of Commons from the Government as an unprofitable Branch. 


In the next Ra he tells us. The Chiefeſt Principle and Maxim of 
the true reformed Religion in this Kingdom is fully Epitomized in this excel- 
lent Precept, Give to every one his Due, if there can be more Nonſenſe ſpoken in ſo 
many words, it is this Patriot muſt do it, and you ſhall find him often perform- 
ing what I have undertaken for him. And ſure after ſuch Demonſtrations of 
his Honeſty, and Proof of his Underſtanding, you muſt take him for a True P4- 
tri0t) and a fir Addreſſer of GREAT and WEIGHTY Conſiderations, 
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In the nexr Paragraph he undertakes ro commend and allow,chide and dif 
approve our leading Men, 1 believe he means of rhe Houſe of Commons; 
but we want his Name, its fit he ſhould diſcover himſe!f. before we can ad- 
mit him to ſit Judge of the actions of the moſt excellent Perſons of the lare 
Houſe of Commons ; I perſwade my ſelf he would Bluſh, however Immodeſt 
he appears in his Addreſs) it he were- drawn out and expoſed to publick 
view under ſuch a Character, we might ſpare him the Pillory, Rotten Eggs 
and Turnepp Tops, which is due to Infamous Libellets againſt Governors, 
for he is a man oft ſuch faſhion (! believe) that he would ſuffer roo much of 
Shame and Confuſion of Face, and hide himſelf forever after from the face of 
men, if he were bur known well enough to be pointed ar. 


In the fourth Paragraph, he allows ir is a Glorious thing to eſtabliſh the 
True Proteſtant Religion, but he would nor have ir eſtabliſhed upon Quick- 
ſands, neither would we, bacauſe ir is impoſſible it ſhould be ſo eltabliihed ; 
we would not have it depend upon looſe accidents, expos'd to Chance and 
Contingencies, and expect it ſhould be ſupported by rare events, and morally 
impoſſible nor to belett ar Six and Sevens,a chance that is not upon the Dy;and 
hope that things ſhould our of their Courſe and Nature unite and Combine 
together for its ſupport: That which is Glorious is ſo, becauſe it is Excellent 
in ir ſelf, and difficalr ro be atchieved ; and whatever is difficulr, is to be ob- 
rained by unuſual methods and extraordinary means ; to deny or condemn 
the uſe of them when lawful, is to deny us the end, and is ſo far in truth 
from allowing it to be Glorious, that he doth nor allow it art all: Thar it is 
made difficult to ſupport the Froteſiant Religion, we owe to the Popiſh Coi- 
ſpiracy,and the deſign of this man is to make it impoſſible; ro-thar purpoſe he 
requires you to lay aſide Humane Policy, which is the ſame as true Prudence 
(which is the onely Guide God hath given us, and the only Oracle he hath 
left us ro Conſult in our affairs, and is never repugnant (as he would haye it) 
bur always conformable ro the Laws of God and Nature) leſt we ſhould be 
furniſhed with a Remedy againſt the deſigned miſchiefs to us and our Religion: 
To this commendable ſort of Policy, the deſign of the Bill will be niade 4- 
grecable in the —_ Diſcourſe. That we may admit the abſurd Do- 
Grines of the Church of Rome, we are requir'd to abandon out Reafon, and 
that we may more eaſily again fall unto her, we mult (if we will be ruled by 
this Conſiderer) renounce our Prudence, and thoſe thar wiilnot, muſt endure 
his ſlanderous Reproaches, with which he'goes oh ro revile the promaters of 
the Bill of Excluſion, whom he calls, Hypocrits, Factious Spirits of the Fa- 
natical Leven, that they make a Cloak of Religion to palliare Black Deſigns, 
Fiery Zealots, acting like the Rump Parliament, Guilty of Antichtiſtian ar- 
tempts, repugnant to the Ordinance of God, and to the Fundamental Laws 
of the Kingdom, a few turbulent Zealots; aſſuming ro themfelves a Sovereign 
and deſporical Power of Depoling the DUKE of YORK; ind ſays, Thar 
they impudently affirm that this hath been the Ancient Cuſtom -of Partia- 
ments to Depoſe Princes and diſpoſe of Kingdoms, whereas the Crown hath 
been always Hzteditary, and never depended upon the Suffrages of the Sub- 
je&. Since this Bad man preſumes to ſay ſo many bad Words falſely of the 
Excellent Members of the late Houfe of Commons,- reproaches their Zeal for 
the Publick Safety, moſt Heroically exerted in the time of the greateſt Need, 
and moſt Threatning Dangers, calls their-appearance for rhe ſupport of the 

B Pro- 
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Froteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed by Law, Hypocriſy : And the Proſecuting the 
Diſcovery of the Helliſh Plot ; and the beii means of preventing the Plor from 
raking effect, Black Deſigns ; Since 1 ſay, his immodeſ!y hath given him fo 
much Licenſe,l wonder he had no more ſcurrilities,eſpecially ſince he js ſo im- 
pertinent,as to call the Bill of Excluſton anAntichriſtian Artempr, Repugnanr 
ro the Ordinance of God,(though God never yetmade anyLaw or Ordinance in 
tharCaſe, )and thetundamental Laws of the Kingdom:thongh no Laws of Men 
are ſo bundamental bur rhey are alterable:The Conllitution of Government is 
indeed unalterable by Law, bur no Laws but are alterable by the Governmenr, 
for the Government was before Laws, and made and conſtituted moſt chiefly 
for the buſineſs of Legiſlation. Thar the Houſe of Commons aſſumes a So- 
vereign Power , he knows to be falſe, and knows too, that all the 
World knows he is therein a Falſary, what can be expe&ed of Candor or 
Sincerity from a man of ſuch efronteers And to the making the Slander Com- 
pleat, he joyns Deſporical xo Sovereign Power,as it they were the ſame, an In- 
{tance of his egregious Ignorance, except he Flatters the King ; and would 
ſignify to him that he hath Deſporical Power, becauſe he hath a Sovereign 
Power;and rhis.commends him indeed for a True Patriot. A Deſporical Power 
is ſuch as Maliers uſe over their Servants, that Command what they Will, be- 
cauſe they Will : Sovercign Power is exerciſed for the good of thoſe that are 
Governed,and the Commands that come from the Sovercign Power are Laws 
that are deduc'd from Publick Reaſon, as they are the Publick Meaſures, and 
are always Reaſonable, or pretend to :eſo, No Body ever affirmed before 
this Addreſſer ro the King, Thar it hath been the Ancient Cuſtom of Parlia- 
ments to diſpoſe ofthe Crown, or thart it depended upon the Sufrages of the 
Subjes, which he falſely and maliriouſly adventures to ſay, to miſrepreſent 
the moſt Venerable late Houſe of Commons, whoſe Proceediugs will juſtify 
Themſelves in true Story to all ſucceeding Generations, and will we all hope, 
be Seconded and Out-done by the Next; if the good People can keep them- 
ſelves from being deceived by ſuch Artificial men as this Addreſſer is. Bur 
this is ſaid, and Truly, That a Parliament, which is King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, have Declared, and particularly, a Parliament in the Reign of that Moſt 
Excellent Princeſs Queen E/;zb:th, of Eternal Memory,(the Wiſeft and Great- 
eſt of the Princes that are Glorious for the Reforming the Chriſtian Religion) 
did Declare a Power in themſelves, for Great and Weighty Reaſons of State, 
to alter the Succeſſion, otherwiſe than of Courſe it is by Law appointed, and 
moſt reaſonable it is, for no Government can want a Power to preſerve it ſelf 
and obtain its Great End, viz. the preſervation of the Community and the 
Polity it ſelf, and no leſs Reaſons than theſe require and urge the Uſe and Ex- 
erciſe of this Power in an Act of Parliament for excluding the D. from Suc- 
cecding to the Imperial Crown of England. In Order to theſe ends rhe pow- 
er of a Parliament is unreſtrain'd, and unlimited, which this Conſideration- 
Monger calls <coffingly (Impiouſly and Prophanely towards God, and irreye- 
rently rowards the Government) Omnipotency. 


In the nextParagraph, he produceth his firſt Reaſon againſt the Excluding 
Bill. And by an execrable Argument, he adventures to prove that the diſcent 
of the Crown is Sacred, Viz. That an Attainder in Treaſon canrot debar the next Heir 

rom ſucceeding in the Government,but if the Heir had dyed of that Attainder the Arou- 
ment had been ſpoiled, But cannor that Power that can inflict Capital Senten- 
ccs, 


_  . 


ces, and that ought to do it againſt all in ſubjeQion that incurr them, Baniſh 
inſtead of Kill? ſure he is no true Friend to his Royal Highneſs, whatever he 
-pretends ; we will ſooner admit him a True Patriot, for that he makes the 
Condition of his Preſumprive Heir ſo hard, That he muſt either Die or Rete» 
a very Judicious Advocate, and deſeryes very well of his Client, who will 
remember him ſure, when he comes into his Kingdom, forbringing him 'into 
ſuch Danger ; I believe this Conſidering Patriot ſhifred himſelt in this Conſi- 
derition into France, where they have Princes of the Blood, againſt whom no 
Criminal Proceſs can be formed, nor no Attainder of Blood is admitted, To the 
purpoſe that the moſt enormous Crimes may nor ſeem faults in thoſe rhar 
articipate of the Blood ot that haughty Tyranny. Bur the better ro diſguiſe 
Fimſelthe Criminats the Parliament,calls the Houſe of Commons in Detifion, 
cunning Politicians that would have a new Model of Government,he chargeth 
them with aſſuming a power to Depoſe the King,and will Conclude;beeaule he 
will(and hopes the People will rake his Word torir, for no other reaſon in the 
World ; that we may as well Depoſe the King, as forecloſe a Preſumprive 
Heir, who is a Pretumprive Traytor, which he will call Depoſing him, for 
this Ruffian-like man will not ſubmir ro the Common uſe of Words, and is at 
de{;ance with Common Senſe of Mankind, and will fay it, Thar it is as Law- 
ful ro Depoſe the Poſleſſor of the Crown, as to make an Act of Parliament for 
reſerving the Life of the Preſent King, by diſabling the next Succeſſor that 
batons it in danger ; and likens the late Houſe of Commons, upon the fcore of 
their Bill of Excluſion, to the Rump. 'Oh! for a Diſcoverer that would 
bring this man to Light and Shame ; and” thereby to Reaſon and Sobri- 


ct y- | 


Upon this weak and ſlight colour of a Reaſon, ſee in the next Paragraph 
how he lays abour him, with what vehemency and expoſtulation ; and yet in 
his magiſterial Rant, the trifler could no fooner name an extravagant Bill, but 
he thinks of a Box of Gilded Pills, which if he had been an Apothecary, as 
ſome ſay he is, by Mr. Hobbs his DoQtrine of the train of Thoughts, they could 
not eſcape coming togerher. And yer this Thinking Addreſſer is not alto- 
gerher ſo happy in dividing and oppoſing as in compounding. For he affirms 
that to go about to eſtabliſh the Proteſtant Religion by a Bill to exclude! the 
Popiſh Succeſſor, is inconſiſtent with the Government ; and is to deſtro 
the very Root and Lite of Government. Burt pray Sir, for*the ſake 
of reaſon tell us? Dorh the Government it ſelf, depend upon the perſon 
that Governs ? or is the Government it ſelf changed by the jy neat)rae of the 
Succeſſion ? may not Governments for kind, the ſame have different modes of 
Succeſſion? and are not the kinds of Succeſſion more than the kinds and forms 
of Government ? Can the Government be fate without a Power to exclude a 
Perſon inhabil in Nature to ſupport it, or of one Principled to deſtroy it. 
Can we imagine a Government which is of Humane Contrivance, to be with- 
ont a Power to preſerve it ſelf, and an Authority in Caſcs that threaten irs 
Ruine to interpoſe with apt Remedies for its Preſervation. That a Govern- 
ment made by men ſhould be left meerly ro Chance and the contingency of 
Birth, whatever happens of inability in the Perſons that come under the ge- 
neral Rule and Limitation of Succeſſion ? Doth the Exerciſe of this power turn 
the Kingdom from being Hereditary to Elettive. is there no difference be- - 
tween the inconvenience of Judging of the ſeveral Degrees of fitneſs in ſeye- 
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ral perſons competently qualifyed ; and the proceeding upon evident roto- 
riety to exclude one thar deſigns the ſubverting of it, and rhe Deſtruction of 
thoſe that are ro be Governed and Protected, and hath incurr'd a ſeverer 
Doom. 1 will hope there are very few in this Nation ſo ill inſtructed, Thar 
doth not think it in the Power of the People to depoſe a Prince who really un- 
dertakes to alienate his Kingdom, or to give it up into the hands of another 
Sovereign Power ; Or, thart really a&s the Deſtruction or the Univerſal Cala- 
mity ot his People. The Learned and Judicious Mr. Falkzer, than whom 
there is no Ferſon of this Age with the Church of Fngland in greater eſteem. 
Who truly merits the high citeem of all men for his excellent Candour and 
Learning, in his Book called Chriſtzan L oya/ry, cannor deny the right to be 
ſo upon thole caſes really happening, bur is not willing to ſuppoſe ſuch Caſes 
can ever happen in Fat. He tells us,if any ſuch firange Cale as is propoſed, 
thould really happen in the World, it would have its great difficulties. Grori- 
2s (he rells us) thinks that in this utmoſt extremity, the uſe of ſuch de- 
fence as a laſt retuge »/timo neceſſitatis preſir10 is not to be Condemned, provi- 
ded the care of the Common Good be preſerved. And it this be true, faith 
he, It muſt be upon this Ground, that ſuch atremprs of ruining do po fatto, 
enclude a diſclaiming the Governing theſe Ferſons as Subjects and conſe- 
uently of being their Prince and King : and then notwithitanding his Propo- 
{tion (ſfairch he) would remain True, viz. That it is not lawful uvon any pretence 
whitſvever, to take Arms again#t the King. A!l that Mr. Falk ney offers in this mat- 
ter. out of his commendable Care and Zeal to Feace and Government is,to ar- 
gue the Caſes in Fact impoſlible, and that ſuch ſuppolitions may be the undue 
imputarions of Factious Perſons againſt their Sovereign : He thinks thart Prin- 
ces may have a Conſideration of the Account they muſt give in the other 
World of their Government here : That they have a regard to their Honour 
and Eſteem, and a Reſpect to their ſafety. To the quier and ſerenity of their 
own Minds, and will avoid the Dire Ultrices: and the Tortures of Mind thar 
attend Cruclty. and the Actors of great miſchicf, and by ſuch Confiderations 
as theſe be contain'd in their Duty. But do theſe Arguments of his thar 
ſhouid reaſonably and ordinarily do, ſecure us againſt the Oppreſſions of Po- 
rentates,give us in this juncture any Security, are theſe Conſiderations diſſiva- 
ſives or incitemer.ts to the'D. ro Act our Fears and give rea'ity to the Suppo- 
ſitions ? To arm under the Principles and Counſels that guide him, already 
enterd upon the Deſign, theſe Conſiderations will urge him to proceed, and 
make our Calamity certain ; Theſe Arguments of his applyed to us in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of things is like a Proteſt at:o contra fatum ; and like the Sophiſti- 
cal Arguments of rhe Stoicks, who would undertake to prove a thing ac- 
knowledged and exiſtent and preſent to be impoflible. How Wild then and 
Tranſported mult this Patriot ſeem who will undertake co argue the Bill guil- 
ty of the Higheſt Iniquity and Injuſtice, Arraign the Greateſt and Beſt part of 
« Nation, adjure them to anſwer it at his Tribunal, Challenge us (for ſo 
his Expoſtulations and Enquiries of us doth import) with intentions to over- 
reach Providence, and that we deſpair of the Juſtneſs of our Cauſe or the 
Goodneſs of God. And he tells us, that God doth not want our Wickedneſs 
to fulfil his Holy Will : We anſwer, how far the Providence of God will afliſt 
us in this undertaking we know not ;- it is not new in the World for the moſt 
Righteous Cauſcs to be unproſperous, we are only to doour Duty, and leave 
the Iſſue and Eyent thereot to his All -Wiſe Providence, But we know, and. 
are 


[7] 
are moſt aſſured of the Juſtnels of the undertaking, and we have 2 good 
hops in the goodneſs of God, thar he will faccced ir, for rhar herein we are 
doing nothing thar is evil, bur fulfilling his Holy and Good Will ; I mean, 
not-that we are certain to obtain what we defire and purſue : Bur ir is the 
Will of God concerning as, (who hath left us in the hands of our own Conn- 
cil,and hath nor ro!d us,'Thar he will fave us by a Miracle:) that we ſhould be 
Loyal to our Sovereign, zcalouſly love that excellent Religion and that ex- 
cellent Government that his Gratious Providence hath eſtabliſhed amongſt us 
by Law : And alſo that we defre and endeavour by Law to difable a profeſt 
Enemy borh to our Religion and Government, trom getting into tie Throne; 
that he be not by that Advantage of Power enabled ro efe:t his purpoſe. Bur 
we are refolved that we will not call that Deſign Evil, though ir do nor ſac- 
cced ; or, that we are not doing the Holy Will of God, though we ſhould be 
unproſperous therein and without ſucceſs. It there was an Oracle to Con- 
ſult, we would not know whar the Succeſs {houid be, leaſt our Virtue ſhould 
loſe its Glory. No brave man, but would defpiſe al! Ayguries, when he is to 
Contend for his Country, and things more precious to him-than his Life. 
Sori/les/s £70408 dubij This Falſe Patriot takes Sanctuary in his Revolt from 
Pubiick Intereſt, and he thinks he is Swimming to Shore with his Plank be- 
fore a Wreck, and will fly the Danger before it approaches : but we will do 
our Duty, weather the Storm ſecure of the event, for the goodneſs of the 
Cauſe makes us hopeful,and we will Tryumph in our Integrity though diſap- 
pointed. Of any other Will of God, fave what is his Will tor us to do, as Ci- 
tizens, Souldiers or Martyrs, we are not fſollicitous to know. 

The Noble Romay, when adviſed by his Friend Labienrs ro Conſult the 
Orzcle of jupiter Ammon, as$to the eyent of the War in which he was then en- 
eaved. Thus anſwered him, 


Suid Qneri Labiene Jubes an liber in armis. 
Occubniſſe velim patins quam Regna videre ? 

An noceat vis ulla bono ? fortunaque pcrdat 
Oppoſiia virtute minas ? Laudandaqune welle 

Sit ſatis ? Et aunquam ſucceſſu creſcit Honeſlum ? 
Scimus © hee nobis non altius inſeret Ammon. 


I de but right ro my Conntrymen, to bear my publick Teſtimony, that 
their generous and Godly Reſolutions are agreable to this Noble &om.n. Bur 
that done, I will calmly tell him, That we are in a Legal method allowed by 
the Government, contending for its preſervation by the Bill of Excluſion, and 
thar moſt certainly he can have no right againſt a Law (for ſuch it will be, 
when that Bill hath the Royal Aſſent) to any thing thar he ſhall forfeir there- 
by : and whether ſuch a Law is not moſt Righteous, let God, Angels and 
Men Judge. And here it will not be amiſs ro admoniſh this Patriot, Thar 
no man hath aRighr to any thing from God and Nature ( to uſe his 
Words which he uſfeth, bur doth not underſtand of what import and Va- 
luc they are in this place) tor the Rights of Property are of poſitive and Civil 
Appointment and Inſtitution. No mancan have, or is entitled to any thing, 
but whar, and as the Laws allots it to him, They deſign what is Right, whar 
Wrong,and what 1s Injury and Theft, and the Law of God both in the Reaſon 
and Nature of man as well as by expreſs Revelation forbids it. Nec naturs 
pateſt juſtum ſecernere ab injquo. 

C Meri 


: S— 


_ nd - 
- 
—<tSutumut. — ——  e——— OD oo a —— 
pg K ” 
_ 


- — - 


OO W—_—— 
— 


- —_— a 
CO OO OOO IO 


_— D. a 


F-) i 


ip rn - 
——— — —_— — — — 


$4 


OO —— CC TY 4 AE En 
- 
” ww -% m 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


[3] 
\en make Governments, and God Commands us to obey them, yea God 
Commands us in our Nature, to form our fclves into Governments. For 
that Mankind cannot tollerably fubſift without them. W har is greatly con- 
venicnt and promotes the Happineſs of men, therefore ſeems to be Command- 
e}, and rhereby a poſitive Law of God in Nature is declared.” Whar is or 
would be greatly miſchievous to mankind if generally permitted, is therefore 
Good by us prohibited. The Miſchief declares the thing forbidden, and 
is the indication of a Negative precept or prohibirory Law, The pleaſure 
and ſarisfaCtion of mind that men rake in being beneficent and agreable to, 
and deſerving well of their own kind ; The remorſes, {hame. fear and regret 
thar mcn neceſſarily ſuffer from the ſenſe of their own actions, when they are 
offenſive, unequal and unreaſonable, are rhe SanRions of the Laws of Nature, 
and are traly the Rewards and Puniſhments of God in Nature, fo that Anar- 
chy. which is the moſt intollerable ſtate of mankind, a ſtate of War an. Vi- 
olence, unreaſonable Paſſion and unbounded Appetite, ſ:cms to be the moſt 
forbidden thing by God in Nature. Burt Government becauſe ir makes men 
equal and reaſonable, juſt and peaccabie, kind and bencticenr, or finds them 
ſo, encourageth them ro be ſo, and protects them in being ſo; ſceras to be 
the moli principle Inſtitution and Appointment of God in Nature,tor that it is 
recommended to us by all that which conduces to onr happincis And thus.and 
for this reaſon arcKings andGovernors ſail to have their Authority from God, 
and therefore Government is called 2:7 hamy3 , Kew. 13. 2 Gods Ordinance. 
Bur the forms of Governments, the perfons of the Governors,the Order of Suc- 
ceſlion, their reſpective Powers and Miniſtrys are of Mans appointment And 
2grecable hereunto Government is called ay5po x7izx, or a Humane Creature. 
t Peter 2.13. 24, to Which the Apoſtle enjoyns us to be Obedicnt for the 
Lords ſake, and in Conſcience of our Duty to God. 
Agreeable hereto is that Noble Tradition amongſt the Jews of the ſeven 
Precepts given by God to the Sons of Nc 4b, that is to all Mankind, for from 
him we all ſecondarily derive, in which the grear Titles of the Law of Nature 
are declared, and to which all the Nations of the World were obliged: one 
of which is De Fudicirs The Words of the Precept which is the Seventh are no 
more, ſignifying that the Law of Nature or the Will of God in Nature doth 
command us to live in Politys and under Governments. This Law was gi- 
ven or declared to all Mankind, when they were in a Statc of Nature, before 
Governments were conſtituted, and by that Law of Nature obliged to form 
themſclves into Societies, to cnter into mutual Obligations to ſtand ro, and 
abide the common meaſures of Law, and to ailiſt and ſabmit to the Sentences 
and Decrees of common Judicatures. Theſ: were the fir{t Oaths of Allegi- 
ance that were takenin the World, but when a ſingle perſon was entruſted 
with the executive power of Laws,they ſwore thisAllegiance to him torin all 
regular Governments (2s it isin this of ours) the King commands nothin 
bur according to the preſcripr and formula's of Law: And the whole bulinel 
of Government, as between thoſe thar are to be Goyerned, is making Laws, 
and executing them in a due Adminiſtration of Juſtice, | 
As Corollaries to what is faid, I hall add, firſt, That Mercenary Guards 
are very unnatural to Governments,as they ſeem upon the foregoing reaſons, 
to be inſtituted and appointed by God in Nature, which receive confirmation 
from the Tradition and Doctrine of the Jews(the beſt inſtructed Nation in the 
World in the Mind of God)for that the whole body and power of the Govern- 
ment or polity are bound to ſee the Laws and Reſults of their common Judica- 
tures 
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tures obey'd,and arc amply ſufficient for that purpoſe. So that rhe head of the 
Polity,by the poſſe pop#lr,being moſt powerfully inſtructed ro execute the Laws: 
Mercenary Guards ſeem intended and deſigned, by thoſe thar employ them, 
ro CXccute matters illegal and extrajudicial : or at beſt they make a very hard 
caſe upon the People, thar rhey muſt ſupport a great charge, and pay a 
great price for jealoulies and fears. 

Secondly, That by rhe natural Obligation of the Ancient Oath of Allegi- 
ance every member ot the Polity is bound to reſiſt and ſubdue all exrrajudici- 
al Forces, rictous and routous Afſemblies. 

But the nature of Government and its true original, hath bin prejudic'd by an 
unhappy miſtake thar hath long ſince invaded the World by worldy men and 
Gram:nar Divines,that without contemplating God's Attribures,or the nature 
of man,or the reaſonableneſs of moral Preceprs, have undertaken to declare the 
ſenſe of Scriptures; and infer that the Sovereign Power is not of Humane Inſti- 
tution, but of Divine Appointment becauſe they find it there Written, Thar by 
him Kj7s Reign, imaginin? that when the Scripture ſaith, God Commands, or 
doth this,that God commandeth it by expreſs Words,or doth it by an imme- 
diate poſitioi. of the thing done. Whereas in Nature his Commands axe no- 
thing but the Natural light God hath beſtowed upon mankind : likewiſe Gods 
doing a thing is only the courſe of natural and ſecond cauſes; to which, be- 
cauſe God gives the DireCtion or Motion, he both doth and is ſaid to do all 
that is done. Beſides all the Precepts that God gives us, that are agreeable to 
the Law of Nature, muſt be underſtood, as Nature and Reaſon doth direct. 
Videtur Lex Det idem didtans quod natura ita accipt quomodo ipſa natura accipiendim 
monſcrat niſi addatur aliquid Expreſſins. Grotius Comment fol. 12:. The Laws 
of God,that confirm the Laws of men, innovate nothing but a new Obligation 
to obſerve them, but Onely as Commanded and "on, &r by thoſe that made 
them. And Conſequently all Humane Conſtitutions and Governments muſt 
be ſubſcrvient and obſequious to their @wn intentions, Omres res condite fa- 
mulantur v:t« knman«c: Every form of Government is of our Creation and not 
Gods, and muſt comply with the ſatery of the people in all that ir can, with- 
out its own diſſolution : And was never intended unalterable, or at leaſt infle- 
Xible, but was intended and made under reſeryations, reaſonable exceptions 
of unforeſcen accidents, and rare contingencies in Humane affairs. And the 
Law of God that comes in Confirmation and Eſtabliſhment of Humane Inſti- 
tutions and Laws: binds only according to their natures and intendments. 
How unreaſonable therefore are the Tragical exaggerations of the Conſiderer, 
making it the molt heinous Wickedneſs, and the moſt crying Injuſtice to al- 
ter that which in its own nature is alterable: And by an a of the Government 
ro exclude rhe D.from the Succeſſion, as a perſon unfit and unſafe to be entru- 
ſted with the Government(though inthe general Order thereof, he was there- 
to deſigned) beſides rhar he hath forfeited that kind of right that he had 
by thar general appointment. Is this, ſaith he, the way of eſtabliſhing the 
Proteſtant Religion ? he ſaith, This is exaQtly to follow the footſteps of that 
Monſter of Ingratitude, the Wicked Feroboam, who after God of his Infinite 
Goodneſs had raiſed him from nothing, and eſtabliſhed him Monarch of the 
Ten Tribes of Iſrael, yer was he ſo miſtruſtful of Gods power in preſerving 
his Kingdom for the Future, that he thought nothing could ſecure it, but his 
own accurſed Policy- Our Confiderer ſeems to have a high value for Rule 
and Domination, otherwiſe he would not have called the advancement cf 
Feroboaw to rule by Uſurpation,an effe& of the Infinite Goodneſs of God, Bur 
© A theſe 
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[ 10 | 
theſe Words were put in, to make that Story of 7:r0024m parallel to our caſe: 
and lic iarends thereby to remember us of the little power that the rclormed 
Religion, ſomct1mcs had pcrjaps in the time of cen 877, and to Charge 
upon the Froteicatt Religion, and reproach it with a Revolr and unjuiiihable 
Schiſmaiical departure {rom the C hurch of "04324 171 the time of Qucen #// b tir 
and rhe acquiring and poſlciling ir ſeit of the Government : And now, Behold 
the ian, now you know him and his Religion, and how fit he is to offer Con- 
fi crations for the D. againſt the Bill. Bur ſhortly, ro deliroy his Parallel, he 
may know That the Reformation did only aflert and reafiume the Rights of 
the Crown, ufurpt by the Biſhop of Rome ; we did reform the Religion of our 
C:nurch to primitive Chriſtianity,from which the Church of Rome had feduc'd 
us, bur therein we uſed no other power than what belongs ro cvery Church, 
to reformitſelf we were never oft Right and Duty ſubject to rhe Church of 
#1, ſhe never Rightrfully had any Authority over us: and therefore we 
could not Schiſmarically revolt from her, nor are Parallel at all in this, to 
:crobozm, Though this man will compare us to him, ana thereby flyly 
charge us with monſtrous Ingratirude to God, and accurſcd Policics : Bccauic 
ve will not again give up our Civil Rights to rhe Tyranny cf Z-2e,nor looſe 
again the truc Chritlian Religion,in the Superſtitions and corrupt DoGfrines of 
that Church, and becauſe we will nor forbear to uſc that power which is law- 
ful ro every Government, Except this be his meaning, and he himſelf a Paz 
piſt, he might with as much pertinency have told any other Story of je-c- 
b-am, or of any other of the Kings of Iſrael and x42) in the Books of the 
Kinrs or Chro::cles, or of Belteſh1z.2ar o* Nebuchadonyſor, Zenacherib, 1h fucris 
or Holofernrs or Antiechus, or any other King or Name in Story Sacred or 
Prophane. Of all theſe hc could not have found our any thing more unlike 
to have compared withus : To have remarked himſelf for a man of Grear 
Conſiderations. For Jeroboam corrupted the truc Worthip of Ged to ſapporr 
an Uſurped Crown,Burt rhe Deſign of the Bill againit which he Declaims, is ro 
ſupport a Lawful Government and the beſt Religion, by a Legal Act of thar 
Government. So that we will Invert that Woe which he pronouncerh againſt 
us out of the Prophet ; Woe »nio him that buildeth his Henſe by Unri 'hteonſueſs, 
and his Chambers by Wrong. Into a Woe againſt Himſelf, Woe unto him that put- 
terh Evil for Good, and Darkneſs for lizht, and caſteth a. ſtumbling Blick before his 
Neighbour. Bur in what follows 'of this Writer of Conſiderations, I doubt me 
whether he doth nor at the part of a Scorning Atheiit,tor that he would per- 
ſwade the World from all care and regard of Religion, by telling us, It is able 
to ſhift for it ſelf, it being the Work of Gods own Hand. His Atheiſlical 
Scorn and low valuation of the true Chriſtian Religion is further very notori- 
ous and remarkable, for that he makes the Eſtabliſhment thereof amongſt us 
to be ſuch a like work of the Almighty Hand of God, that eſtabliſhed 7ero- 
boarn in the Kingdom of 1{rae/. O thou 7»ſexſatus Galata,to return thy own cx- 
clamation which thou uſcth againſt thy own honeſt and diſcerning Country- 
men upon thy ſtupid felt: for who, pray you,bur a ſenſeleſs 1an;would com- 
pare a providential permiſſion of the reyolt of the Ten Tri'--s for the Sins of 
Dav:'d, and the Sins and Oppreſlions of Solomon : ro which the People were 
prepared by the Exactions, Oppreſſions and riotous Reign of Sol; and his 
Succeſlor Rehobram, to the Work of the Reformation. which was rhe deli- 
very and reſtoring to it ſelf the Goſpel of Chritt,2nd his true Reli gion (which 
was ſpoiled and depraved by the Church of Rewe) for the benefit I doubt nor 
ot 
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bf all the Ages of Mankind to the end of rhe World ; againſt which the Gates ef! 
Hell ſhall nor prevail; and which we in defpight of the &-»2az Succelior ſhall 
ſee yer flouriſh in this Land Bur wee muſt nor expe&, Though God did firſt, 
Plant his Chu:ch by Miracles in Nature, and Demonſtrations of the Spirit of 
Power, by the wonderful Gitts of the Holy Ghoſt, and by the Spirit of- Glory 
reſting upon the Primitive Martyrs of the Holy Faith, and did refiore the purity 
of the Chriſtian Faith by a Miraculous Proyidenct and the Spirit of Martyrdom, 
which we are now peacefully and Legally poſſeſſed of ; I ſay, we have no reaſon to 
expect Wonders for our prelervation when ir'ſcems ro be in our own hands : Nor 
ought we to ſubje& the Profeſſors of the True Religion again to Slaughters, Fire 
__ Fagor, Tortures, Inquilitions and Malſacres. Ler us not think that our Go- 
vernment, as it lies in Hiſiory,and our Laws in Books and Parliament Rols (which 
will eaſily ſuffer an Index expurgator ms and make no complaint, ) can defend us 
and it again{t rhe Inflraments and Engins deſigned tor its Subverſion in the Plor, 
and the Powers that have been long ad.1reſling ro that purpoſe,and are now art lei- 
ſure to execute what we know is deſigned againtt us, better than we can 
make out and diſcover : This Expreſſion, I know, would ſcarce paſs for Senſe in 
any other Age or Matter, bur we live in an Age of Myſtery and Prodigy, produ- 
cing things Monſtrous and unnatural, and our Language muit be agreeable to 
the things we ſpeak of. 

The True Patriot procceds and affirms, That it is an unwarrantable Attempr, 
and a Point without example or Preſident, to Depoſe a Prince for not complying 
with his Pcople in Religion : I appeal ro all thar ſhall read him, wherher he ap- 
pears to be a man of Reading, enough to warrant kim to pronounce a general Ne- 
gative in this matter? Bur by this time there is nothing ſo extravagant bur 
you will allow agreeable to the man, I believe immodeity is the unhappy Vice 
and Fate of his Nature, for no man ever arrived to the like Degree in it before 
him, you muſt not ask what he means by a Point without Example or Preſidenr, 
or why he puts us a Point that is nor in our Caſe? and ſtill will be talking of de- 
poſing a Prince, for this man oweth no account of his matters. Bur thou Falſe 
Conſfiderer ; So Loyal I am, ThatI would nor have that point in the Caſe for half 
I am worth. 

Bur pray why thus impertinent ? why doſt thou ſend us to 4ſa and Maachah, 
Zeroboam, Rehoboam,, /ehu and Joram, Aſa and his Mother, and 4zar:a, we know lit- 
tle of their Conſtitution (fave that God kept ſome remains of his Theocraſy 0- 
ver them, which he adminiſtred by his Prophets, which he Conmifiionns ro 
Exau*torart and 2:21cint Kings) their Hiſtories arc ſhort ; bur beſides, every Na- 
tion is to be Governed by their own Laws, and there are as many kinds almoſt 
of Governments as there are Governments, we are not warranted by their Preſi- 
dents, nor to be Juſtified or Condemned by them; but we muſt Stand or Fall to 
our own Laws. Bur let this Patriot know that our Caſe will never be Cromwel!s, 
(as he reproacheth us,) and we will, neither can we ſtand in need of any Apology 
that would ſerve cither for the *ump or him. 

Neither will we O Man of ſmall Confideration make uſc in out defence of the 
Papiſts excluding the King of Navary, a Proteftant King in Fra»ce, No more than 
we will allow the French to Murder a Proteſtant Miniſter, becauſe we execute a 
Seditious Traiterous Roman Prieſt ; No more than we can allow in others,or Juſti- 
fy in our ſelves to perſecute diſſenting Proteſtants, whoſe Ptinciples are peacea- 
ble and obedient to Governors : Becauſe we duly tharpen our Laws and exa&t 


the Severity of them againſt the Papiſts, rhe ſworn enemy to all Religions but 
: D their 
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their own, and to all mankind upon the ſcore thereof. How groſsly therefore is 
thar of the Apoſtle miſapplyed, Who art thor that Judgeth another? and doth a pub- 
lick Executioner incurr the Judgment of ſhedding mans Blood, for executing a 
Sentence againſt a Murderer. Thou man of Obſervation mayſt poſſibly kno 
what kind of Beaſts we muzzle and tye up. 

He obſerves for our Imitatign, That the Orthodox did not Depoſe the Arrian 
Emperors, we ought nadeiadly 2d imitate them therein ; for that no man, 
much leſs a Prince, oughtto loſe any Right for a Speculative Error, or mcer mil- 
belief: Bur only for Wicked Practices and Opinions that promore, cxcite and en- 
courage them. Bur it is alſo very obſervable with the Conſiderer, by his men- 
tion of //-a» the Emperour in this place, gives me occaſion to offer : That the 
Behavior of the Church towards the Pagan #oman Emperors, was much different 
from that which they bare ro?u/:a»,who ſucceeded to ChriſtianEmperors, wasEdu- 
cated a Chriſtian, and ſometimes bore a place in the Church,for whereas the Apo- 
ſtles had enjoyned the Chriſtians to pray for the Pagan Emperors, though actual 
Perſecuters of the Church : yet the whole Church did Curſe and Anathemarize 
9nl:12 with an Anathema quo Dems rogatur ut al:quem e medio tollat. In ſulianum cum 
defeitiont adderet machinat:ones evertendi Chriſtianiſmi uſa eſt Eccleſia iſto extreme ne- 
reſſira is telo CF a Deo «ft exaudita. Grotius in Luc. Cap. 6. Verl. 12. I will nor 
trouble the Reader with more Quotations to this purpoſe, the Authority of this 
Great man is more than ten Witneſſes. And for what he lays down generally, 
that the Orthodox did not Depoſe the Ar7:1a» Emperors : | muſt remember him 
out of Socrates rhe Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorian, Lib. 2. Cap. : 8. Gr. when the Souldiers 
of Conſt antius the Arrian Emperour were by his Command ſent to enforce them to 
become Arrians, they took Arms in defence of their Profeiſion of Religion, how ju- 
Ufrable therein I will not now Diſcourſe. Bur this may be ſaid, That the Chriſti- 
an Religion with indifferency to all Sets was made the Religion of rhe Empire by 

Imperial Reſcripts, and all Chriſtians had thereby a Civil Right ro a free and 
undiſturbed Profeſſion of their Religion in their ſeveral Perſwafions: For Conſtan- 
717e the Great carried ſo indifferent an hand between the Contending Parrtics, thar 
he endeavoured to make Peace rather by Silencing the Diſputes, than by Determi- 
ning the Controverſy ; Worthy of the imitation of the Guids of Chriftendom, 
and the only means of treeing the Reformed Religion from being depraved by the 

Jargon and Gibbcrith of the Sectaries. 

it the Crown ſhould devolve upon the omar Succeſſor, it would require Con- 
ſideration, whether we could juſtify the Dethroning of him, though the Frexch 
Papilt could nor be juſtifyed in rejecting the King of Navary, 

Bur this untrue Patriot ſhifts his Cauſe from whar it is, to what it is not, That 
he may have ſome Colour to inveigh againſt the True Patriots,far more excellent 
and righteous than himſelf ; and have tome umbrage to betray rhe belt Religion 
and the beſt Government, while he pretends with falſe Hypocriſy to ſupport them. 
But I am glad to find in thee art leaſt one grain of Senſe and Honeſty,he faith well 
(ro do him right) Thar is the beſt Religion that gives every one his Due. But 
he muſt conſider farther, to the Confuſion of the Caule he Advocates, Thar to 
g1Ve CVCry ONC his Duc is, To adminiſter Defence to the Innocent, and by Au- 
thority of Law to ſubdue the aggreſfors of Mankind, how great and mighty ſo- 
cver they be, for they rhat are mighty Offenders, ought in proportion to be migh- 
tily puniſhed : Fiat F«ſtitia theretore,as he ſaith, kuat Czluwm, tor ro puniſh, much 
leſs, to lay a reſtraint upon evil perſons, 1s not to do evil that govd may com? of it, 
which he would impure to the proceedings: in Parliament againſt the Duke, for 
which 


[13] 
which he muſt be ſelf Condemned, for I cannot take him for a Ger4 Anabap- 
tiſt. And now we find this Conſidercr complaining of fome Pamphlereers rhar 
Write ridiculouſly ſophiſtical and unreaſonable Reaſons, Thar te!l Stories (he 
faith) of Edgar Atheltn, Will: am the Cor-querour, rthrr Plant:21act and King Jeh-, 
that Writ Antichriſtian and Fanatical Logick, never heard of, untill the Spirit of 
Belial reveal'd it to Oliver and the Rvwp. T believe, it there be any ſuch Pamphler, 
- this Pamphleteer is rhe Author of ir, or ſome of his Complices; to the purpoſe 
that there might ſeem ſome one worſe than his own,and that he might be able to 
quarrel with, and confute, and do advantage to his bad Cauſe by ſome worſe 
reaſonings than he would ſeem to be Maſter of, or than his Cauſe 1s capable of, 
which is not capable of a good one. Bur what he ſays cannor poſſibly be true of 
any Pamphler, bur rather rhan he will nor be flandering, he will ſlander himſelf 
and bely the Dcvil : for obſerve, he ſairh, They ule Fanatical Logick, and Anti- 
chriſtian Logick ; rhe true Fanaricks being ;mpatient of the rettraints of Reaſon, 
and to be confin'd to ſober ſenſe, call Logick and Reaſoning by that which rhey 
would ſeem molt to hate, Anrtichriſtian. Tne True Antichriſtians and Papiſts be- 
ing impatient of the light reproof and Diſcovery ot Reaſon, call found Reaſon Fa- 
naticiſm. Bur our Writer is ſo vengeancely angry with rcafoning, that with the 
ſame breath he calls Logick for the ſake of Reaſon, Antichrittian and Fanarical 
roo: And renders himſelf ſuſpected of being an Anmtichriltian Fanarick , 
And yet any one may fee that it is nor the thing it ſelf rhar he is thus an- 
gry with, but the name of Logick that he thus expoſerh : for whart it is he knows 
nor, heſcems to think it comes by Inſpiration, and that there are two ſorts of 
Logick, one good, bur he is not acquainted (for all that appears to us) with the 
Spirit from whence that is derived ; and another bad, which he ſays, is Inſpired 
by the Spirit of Zelza/, whereas moſt certainly there is no ſuch Devil amongit all 
the Orders of the Apoſtate Angels : Sons of Ze/:al I have heard of indeed, thar 
did Evil without profit, without Deſign for evil fake, bur theſe are ſuch men as 
need no Temper, for they will be Wicked without a Tempter, according ro the 
fatal propenſions of their vitious Natures and are not to be managed by the Devil 
himſelf:and to this ſort of men doth our Pamphletcer ſeem ſomewhar to approach, 
for that he is an unaccountable Tranſgrefſor ; no reaſon can be given of him,why 
he ſhould with ſo much ſeeming earneſtneſs concern himſclf to perſwade the Peo- 

le to abandon to an utter neglect thoſe things that of all others are of moſt va- 
_n to them, their Religion, Government, Lives and Libertics and Eſtates : To 
perſwade a whole Nation to lay 'violent hands upon themſelves, to cur rheir 
own Throats, to burn themſelves alive and their Houſes, and ro deltroy them- 
ſelves their Wives and Children, Bodics and Souls too for Conſcience fake. That 
there can be a Subject not ſubject to Laws, and that Offences that cannot be rated 
becauſe their Miſchiets are Infinite, for that very reafon muſt not be puniſhed ; 
And he would have us reckonit a Sin of the molt heinous Nature to puniſh the 
Offender with a diminution only ir» his Power to do thoſe evils which is moſt no- 
toriouſly by him deſigned, and will be efe&ed by means of his own making, and 
cauſing if he himſelf thould relent, and refuſe to execure them. If in his Age of 
Liccnſe,immodeſty could entitle any man to be a <on of Be/:a/, our Writer of Conli- 
derations might fairly pretend to it, who is immodeſt for impudence fake, which 
ſpends it ſelf in waſt,and cannor effect any rhing bur the expoſing it ſelf, In ſaying 
this,l ſhould :hink-my ſelf very ſevere, bur that b hath publiſhed his own Shame; 
and if I would,jt is not in my power to cover it:Bur he hath not{hewd the worſt of 
himſelf yer, he attempts further upon the Underſtanding of the Feople, he will 
haye us believe that we owe Allegiance to the Preſumprive Heir, that we have as 
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many kings as Princes of the Blood, and rhat a Son hath a Righ' to his Fathers 
Eſtate betore he is Dcad : for the probabie Succeſſor can have no more Right ro 
the effect of the Oath of Allegiance, thaa the Eldeſt Son to receive the Profits of 
kis Fatkers Eſtate withour his leave in his Fathers Life time. It this Gentle- 
mans Father had had any Land, he wou!d have underſtood the difference be- 
tween his Right to the Land after his Fathers Death, and his Hopes and Poſſibi- 
liry only to have itduring his Fathers Life. The word Heir is joyned wirh Suc- 
ce!ior in the Oath of Allegiance, ro ſignify, Thar ir means Heirs in the proper 
Senſe, which is ſuch thar ſucceed ro the Inheritance, And nor ſuch that are in 
expettancy or pollibility of having the Inheritance, who are improperly and equi- 
voca ly ſo called : And though the thing is ſo plain, that every man as well as 
the Lawyers agree what is ſaid;yert my Lord Cooke,tor ſaying the fame,is called by 
this Gentleman, Silly and Ridiculous, Fallacious and impertinent. The Lawyers 
tcll me, tharit is a Rule in the Law, Nox eff Heres viventis; that is, No man can 
have an Keir while he lives; and they likewiſe fay of all the Regul juis, There 
is not one of greater extent and rule than this, thar it hath Governed Ten Thou- 
fand Caſes nearupon in the Common Law, and they withal atſure me (that not- 
withſtanding this Man amongtt other Civil Terms)calls the Lord Coo#- I allacious, 
they firmly believe, if a Fee had been offered to him of rhe vatue of his Eſtate, 
which is about 200000 /. he would not have Signed an Opinion with a viderur 
ro the contrary, bur he is reſolved that all mankind ſhall be miſtaken, and he will 
call their reaſonings in this matter what he pleaferh, New Machiavellian Logick a 
word that diſhoneſtly he took up,on purpole to expoſe the Bill ro the Vulgar,ima- 
gining in his Profound Conſiderations, that ſome of the Multitude will, upon the 
hearing of Mach:avellian, fall rhereupon into an unwirtiog diſlike of the Fill : Nay, 
he will conclude an Heir Apparent to be an Heir, becauſe he could nor be Heir 
Apparent, unleſs he were an Heir, when the Word Apparent and the word Pre- 
ſumprtive more eſpecially joyned to Heir, is a Term of Abatement or Negarive,and 
diſiinguiſheth him from being a real Kcir, and ſpeaks him no Heir, bur only one 
in a near poſſibility of being ſo ? Bur ſays he, It is a manifeſt Contradidtion for 
one to be Heir apparenrt,and nor be Heir;as it is to bea T.earnea Manand no Man. 
P11 eſt effe quam eſſe tale, IT wiſh we had his Name, that we may mark the moſt 
abſurd reaſonings by it, for the everlaſting Honor of this Pretender ro Reaſoning 
and Diſcourſe. We all know that the Word Heir is a Name to deſign a Perſon un- 
der ſuch a Relation, and reſpect and imports nothing of entity, and we may uſe 
cur own abſtract Terms properly or improperly, and withour any correſpondent 
reality to an equivocal ſenſe : Bur he adds Protaneneſs to his Levity, and as if the 
Holy Scriptures were Writ to ſo trifling a Deſign, as to be an Oracular Dictionary 
and Infallible Nomenclature, he tells us ho » the Word Heir is uſed in Scripture, 
when the Holy Writers formed their Language by the vulgar idioms amongſt the 
People of the Jews, and never intended ro Write Law Caſes, much lefs to declare 
the Common Law of Eng/and, or imagined that their Stile ſhould be produced to 
expound our Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy. 

But now, thou Vain Confiderer, wilt thou hence conclude that the Duke of 
York is Heir and Succeſior, That we now owe him Faith and Allegiance, thar he is 
already in the Throne,and thar this Bill rhough ir pretends oncly to forcloſe Him, 
doth truly Depoſe Him. 

[t is inſufferable that this man ſhould impute to the Houſe of Commons, and 
the beſt People of England, Diabolical Fiction, the worſt of all Jeſuitical Equivo- 
cations, and of cadeayouring to make a colour to their perfidious and perjurious 
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dealings : for theſe Reaſons only, Becauſe we will not believe, or take our ſelves 
ro have ſworn Allegiance to the Duke of rork, waen we ſwore it to the King: Be- 
cauſe we will not ailow that a Parliament of Eng/and, which is the King, Lords and 
Commmons, have no more to do with our Government than the Pope of Rome ; 
Or that the Pope hath as much Power to Depole one of the Kings, as the Parlia- 
ment hath to Puniſh a moſt Obnoxious Subject: This he dares Addreſs to the 
King, and Publiſh to the World, 

He proceeds to preſume and tell us, That this art leaſt muſt be granted, that 
whoſoever is by Blood next Heir ro the Crown, we are by our Oath obliged before 
God to bear him Faith and True Allegiance; Nay, to Defend him againſt all At- 
rempts, until he is diſinherited by Act of Parliament : And therctore ſays he, 
Whatſocver we do againſt him, before this Act be fully eſt - bliſhed,is a violation ot 
our Oath, and therefore the very attempt of Voting and Pailing this Bill, makes 
the Actors and Abettors, Perjurers before God and theWorid. 

Surc it will be Allowed that this Gentleman is miſtaken, ſure he doth nor in- 
tend to ſpeak Treaſon, bur hath a way of ſpeaking which he will uſe by himſelf, 
and will make Words ſtand for what he hath a mind to, which Will and Pleaſure 
of his,this peremprory abſolute man thinks himſelf nor bound to cxplain, though 
to ſave his Neck, if he ſhould be Indicted therefore of Treaſon, which I Ickire 
he may, and Arraigned too, for the better clearing rhe matrer if ir be poſſible ; 
how .we are now bound to bear Faith and True Allegiance to the Duke : Bur 
he will ſooner be Hanged, than make our how a thing may be done Lawfally, 
which is not Lawful to Fo abour:That the Duke of York may be lawfully Diſinhe- 
rited,but the Voting and Paſling of the Bill muſt be Perjury ? May nor he thar is 
bound by an Oath ro pay money defire a releaſe from the Debt without Perjury 2 
Cannot all Civil Debts, Duties and Contracts, though confirmed by Oath, be lf. 
charged by the Intereſted Perſon, ro whom the Dury is to be performed, and for 
whoſe Benefit the Contra is made ? May not Kings, by renouncing their Go- 
vernments, make the Oath of Allegiance ceaſe to all effects of Obligation ? And 
cannot an Act of Parliament that ſhall diſable a Succeſlor,cqually prevent it from 
paſſing any Obligation upon us. 

. Bur ſhortly, to explain of what Import, and for what reaſon, the Words Heirs 
and Succeſlors are pur into the Oath of Allegiance ; And it is this, That in Caſe of 
the Demiſe of the King, and the. Devolving and Veſting of the Crown upon the 
Heir and Succeſſor, the Oath that we rook to the Predecefſor, by virtue of thoſe 
Words lays hold upon our Conſciences, and obligeth us ro him from the firſt mi- 
nute of his Reign, he nor before; and fo we are not one minute free from the 
Bonds of our Allegiance. This being theſcope of the Law that requires ir, and 
of the Oath ir ſelf; it muſt likewiſe be by thar interpreted for {inrs dice di ef ratio 
dietorum, and an Oath dorh not oblige as this or that man would interpret, nei- 
ther according to rhe vulgar or technical uſe of the Word, bur in fuch a ſenſe as is 
- <9 nj and agreeable to the Intent and End of the propoſing and requiring it: 
But by what is ſaid before, it appears that we are nor yer under the Obligarion of 
that Oath to the Duke, and rhar it is in the Pleaſure and Power of the Parlia- 
ment, whether we ever {hall be, our Comtforr is (whatever he rhinks) that there 
isa great difference between Hopes and Enjoyment : And further, it appears that 
the Keir Apparent is bur equivocally, and in a leſs proper ſenſe fo, and yer this 
Conſiderer (who it he be nor a perfect Arheiit, and ſerves a Turn in this Paper, 
mult be a Papiſt in his Heart) according to the Modeſty of the Gentleman, < 
geth us with Jeſuitical Equivocations 1n the Oath of Allegiance, while in rhe 
mean time he is zquivocating the King our of his Throne, ſhifting the Duke in- 
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many Kings as Princes of the Blood, and rhat a Son hath a Righ to his Fathers 
Eſtate betore he is Dcad : for the probabie Succeſſor can have no more Right to 
the effect of rhe Oath of Allegiance, thaa the Eldeſt Son to receive rhe Profits of 
his Fathers Eſtate withour his leave in his Fathers Life time. It this Gentle- 
mans Father had had any Land, he wou!ld have underſtood the difference be- 
tween his Right to the Land after his I athers Death, and his Hopes and Poflibi- 
lity only to have itduring his Fathers Life. The word Heir is joyned wirh Suc- 
cetjor in the Oath of Allegiance, ro ſignify, Thar it means Heirs in the proper 
Senſe, which is ſuch thar ſucceed ro the Inheritance, And not ſuch that are in 
expettancy or pollibility of having the Inheritance, who are improperly and equi- 
voca ly ſo called : And though the thing is ſo plain, that every man as well as 
the Lawyers agree what is ſaid;yer my Lord Cooke,for ſaying the ſame,is called by 
this Gentleman, Silly and Ridiculous, Fallacious and impertinent. The Lawyers 
tcll me, thar it is a Rule in the Law, Nox eft Heres viventis; that is, No man can 
have an Keir while helives; and they likewiſe fay of all the Regul juris, There 
iS not one of greater extent and rule than this, thar it hath Governed Ten Thou- 
{and Caſes nearupon in the Common Law, and they withal ature me- (that not- 
withſtanding this Man amongtlt other Civil Terms)calls the Lord Coo#- tallacious, 
they firinly believe, if a Fee had been offered to him of rhe yalue of his Eſtate, 
which is about 200000 /. he would not have Signed an Opinion with a viderur 
to the contrary, bur he 1s reſolved that all mankind ſhall be miſtaken, and he will 
call their reaſonings in this matter what he pleaſeth, New Machiavellian Logick a 
word that diſhoneſtly he took up,on purpoſe to expoſe the Bill ro the Vulgar,ima- 
Cining in his Profound Conſiderations, that ſome of the Multitude will, upon the 
hearing of Mach:avellian, fall thereupon into an unwitting diſlike of the Bil] : Nay, 
he will conclude an Heir Apparent to be an Heir, becauſe he could nor be Heir 
Apparent, unleſs he were an Heir, when the Word Apparent and the word Pre- 
ſumprive more eſpecially joyncd to Heir, is a Term of Abatement or Negative,and 
diſiinguiſheth him from being a real Kcir, and ſpeaks him no Heir, but only one 
in a near poſſibility of being ſo ? But ſays he, 1t is a manifeſt Contradidtion for 
one to be Heir apparent,and nor be Heir;as it is to be a Learned Manand no Man. 
P1195 eſt effe quam eſſe tale, I with we had his Name, that we may mark the moſt 
abſurd reaſonings by it, for the everlaſting Honor of this Pretender ro Reaſoning 
and Diſcourſe. We all know that the Word Heir is a Name to deſign a Perſon un- 
der ſuch a Relation, and reſpect and imports nothing of entity, and we may uſe 
cur own abſtract Terms properly or improperly, and without any correſpondent 
reality to an equivocal ſenſe : Bur he adds Protaneneſs to his Levity, and as if the 
Holy Scriptures were Writ to fo trifling a Deſign, as to be an Oracular Dictionary 
and Infall\ble Nomenclature, he tells us ho » the Word Heir is uſed in Scripture, 
when the Holy Writers formed their Language by the vulgar idioms amongſt the 
People of the Jews, and never intended ro Write Law Caſes, much lefs to declare 
the Common Law of Eng/and, or imagined that their Stile ſhould be produced to 
expound our Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy. 

But now, thou Vain Confiderer, wilt thou hence conclude that the Duke of 
York is Heir and Succeſior, That we now owe him Faith and Allegiance, thar he is 
already in the Throne,and that this Bill though ir pretends oncly to forcloſe Him, 
doth truly Depoſe Him. 

[t is inſufferable that this man ſhould impute to the Houſe of Commons, and 
the beſt People of England, Diabolical Fiction, rhe worſt of all Jeſuitical Equivo- 
cations, and of cadeayouring to make a colour to their perfidious and perjurious 
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dealings: for theſe Reaſons only, Becauſe we will not believe, or take our ſelves 
to have ſworn Allegiance to the Duke of rork, waen we ſwore it to the King: Be- 
cauſe we will not ailow that a Parliament of England, which is the King, Lords and 
Commmons, have no more to do with our Government than the Pope of Xome ; 
Or that the Pope hath as much Power to Depole one of the Kings, as the Parlia- 
ment hath to Puniſh a moſt Obnoxious Subject : This he dares Addreſs to the 
King, and Publiſh to the World. | 

He proceeds to preſume and tell us, Thar this at leaſt muſt be granted, that 
whoſoever is by Blood next Heir to the Crown, we are by our Oath obliged before 
God to bear him Faith and True Allegiance; Nay, to Defend him againſt all Ar- 
rempts, until he is diſinherited by Act of Parliament : And theretore fays he, 
Whatſocver we do againſt him, before this Act be fully eſt - bliſhed,is a violation ot 
our Oath, and therefore the very attempt of Voting and Pailing this Bill, makes 
the Actors and Abettors, Perjurers before God and theWorid. 

Sure it will be Allowed that this Gentleman is miſtaken, ſure he doth nor in- 
tend ro ſpeak Treaſon, bur hath a way of ſpeaking which he will uſe by himſelf, 
and will make Words ſtand for what he hath a mind to, which Will and Pleaſure 
of his,this peremprtory abſolute man thinks himſelf not bound to explain, though 
to ſave his Neck, if he ſhould be Indicted therefore of Treaſon, which I Icire 
he may, and Arraigned too, for the better clearing the matrer if ir be poſſible ; 
how we are now bound to bear Faith and True Allegiance to the Duke : Bur 
he will ſooner be Hanged, than make out how a thing may be done Lawtfully, 
which is not Lawful to FO about: Thar the Duke of York may be [awfully Diſinhe- 
rited,but the Voting and Paſling of the Bill muſt be Perjury ? May nor he thar is 
bound by an Oath to pay money defire a releaſe from the Debr without Perjury 2 
Cannot all Civil Debts, Duties and Contracts, though confirmed by Oath, be lic. 
charged by the Intereſted Perſon, ro whom the Dury is to be performed, and for 
whoſe Benefit the Contra&t is made ? May not Kings, by renouncing their Go- 
vernments, make the Oath of Allegiance ceaſe ro all cfte&ts of Obligation ? And 
cannot an Act of Parliament thar ſhall diſable a Succeſlor,cqually prevent it from 
paſſing any Obligation upon us. 

. But ſhortly, to explain of what Import, and for what reaſon, the Words Heirs 
and Succeſlors are pur into the Oath of Allegiance ; And it is this, That in Caſe of 
the Demiſe of the King, and the. Devolving and Veſting of the Crown upon the 
Heir and Succeſſor, the Oath that we rovk to the Predeceſlor, by virtue of thoſe 
Words lays hold _ our Conſciences, and obligeth us to him from the firſt mi- 
nute of his Reign, but nor before; and ſo we arc not one minute free from the 
Bonds of our Allegiance. This being theſcope of the Law thar requires it, and 
of the Oath ir ſelf; it muſt likewiſe be by that interpreted for {ns dice di eſt ratio 
dictorum, and an Oath dorh nor oblige as this or that man would interpret, nei- 
ther according to the vulgar or technical uſe of the Word, bur in fuch a ſenſe as is 

adzquate, and agreeable ro the Intent and End of the propoling and requiring ir: 
But by what is ſaid before, it _ that we are not yet under the Obligation of 
that Oath to the Duke, and rhart it is in the Pleaſure and Power of the Parlia- 
ment, whether we ever {hall be, our Comfort is (whatever he thinks) that there 
is a great difference between Hopes and Enjoyment : And further, it appears that 
the Keir Apparent is but equivocally, and in a leſs proper ſenſe fo, and yer this 
Conſiderer (who it he be nor a pertect Arhciit, and ſerves a Turn in this Pa er, 
mult be a Papiſt in his Heart) according to the Modeſty of the Gentleman, < 
geth us with Jeſuitical Equivocations 1n the Oath of Allegiance, while in the 
mean time he is zquivocating the King out of his Throne, Rafting the Duke in- 
” to 
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[ 14] 
to his place, by an equivocal Abuſe of the wo:d : the courſeſt ſlight that ever 
was uſed by any Hocus pocus, or any Pretender to Legerdematn. | 

And yer upon the Confidence of theſe weak and miſtaken Reaſonings, he pre- 
ſumes to arraign the Houſe of Commons of the greatett Injuſtice and Iniquity , 
and would have us apprehend Slavery the Arbitrary anddeſporical Power of Parli- 
aments. The joſs of all Security either of Property or Liberty by a prevailing 
Faction of Parliament, which he will be able ro effect ar the ſame time when he 
can perſwade us to diſſolve the Polity and Exchange the belt and fateſt Govern- 
ment into an Anarchy. To be without Judges for fear of unrighteous Senten- 
c.s; and without a Fower of Legiſlation, for fear of Laws of Iniquiry. Bur it is 
not a new thing for obnoxious Criminals and Outlaws to turn Rebels againſt Go- 
vernment. 

What this man is, and what the Cauſe is he Eſpoules, is declared ſufficiently, 
in that he hath no better ways of Adyocation and Defence than by Oppoſing and 
Reviling the Government it ſelf, and he that dares revile the Government, would, 
if he had Power, Deſtroy it. 

In that he calls the major part of the Honſe of Commons, a Prevailing FaQi- 
on, I Challenge him Guilty of the Higheſt Treaſon, of a Treaſon not only againſt 
this Government, but of a tranſcendent Treaſon, of a Treaſon virtually againſt 
all mankind, for that we cannor ſubfiſt without Politys, and no Polirys can ſub- 
fiſt but by deference to the reſults of the Governing Power, which is Interpretiye- 
ly in the reſolves of the major parr. | 

But he proceeds to queſtion, wherher,by the Conſtitutions of this Government, 
The Parliament can extend their power to ſhut out the Duke from ſucceeding to 
the Crown ; for admitting (he means) Thar itis Juſt, which we will not accepr 
of as a voluntary conceſſion of this Conſiderer (tor that ir doth appear not only 
Juſt but highly neceſſary to exclude the D. by Bill) he will then draw it into 
queſtion, Whether there be any competent power in the Government for doing a 
thing nor only juſt, but abſolutely neceſſary tor the preſervation of the King and 
Kingdom ? Whether there be any Subject too great for Juſtice, or any private 
Right that is not governable, and may not be ordered as to the Legiſlature ſhall 
ſeem neceſſary to the preſervation of the whole? Whether that which is proper- 
Iy the Right of the Community (for ſo is the Succeſſion) may receive no altera- 
tion in a ſingle inſtance ? for the Weightieſt Reaſons, and whether he that declares 
that he will nor Govern bur Deſtroy, and doth virtually renounce the Govern- 
ment, may not be left out of the Succeſſion ? This is the true Stare of the Queſti- 
on, and the Queſtion thus ſtared, gives its own Solution ; And who,except thoſe 
of the Conſpiracy, do not ſo ſtate it, and allow it ? 

As to his Queſtion, whence the Parliament derives their Power : Let him 
know, That the Parliament derive their Power and Authority from the ſame 
Original the King derives His : The King hath not His Power from them, Nor 
they theirs from the King: They both Derive their Authority from the Conſenr 
of the People in the firſt Conſtitution of the Government, either racit or expreſs, 
or by their expreſs or tacit Conſent, in the infenſible and little or great, or more 
remarkable alterations that the Government hath ſuffered in the Courſe of Time. 
The King can make the Parliaments Power no greater than it is, nor they His. 
Though True itis, ke may put an unlimited Truſt repoſed in Him, into Stated 
Laws, and Govern by Countels eſtabliſhed into Laws, which is not to alter or 
leſſen Ris Power, bur to make it more Safe and Wiſe, and impeccable in the ex- 


erciſe of ir. He may aſcertain the indefinitneſs of His Power, that it may not be 
abus'd. 
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abus'd. And that King doth beſt provide for a Happy and Wiſe Adminiſtration 
of his Government, who leaves the tewelt things ro tortuitous reſolves, who re- 
duceth his Prerogarive to the meaſures of Common Right, and makes the King- 
dom Secure and Safe, by leaving the Succeſſion leſs Capacity and Scope to do 
miſchief. 

Ir is moſtly incumbent upon his Sacred Majeſty to ſecure the Government com- 
mitred to his Care, and keep it upright and ſteddy upon- its own Baſis, and to 
preſerve all rhings in a due and Legal Courſe : To watch to prevent all machina> 
tions againſt ir, and ſuch as would deſtroy and ſubvert it, and by his executive 
power of the Laws obrain ro us rhe ends of Government, that we may live quict 
and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty;for the Sake of this High Traſt 
and the Dignity of this Office his Perſon is moſt Sacred and Inviolable. 

The King and his great Counſel in providing for the eſtabliſhment and ſecurity 
of the Government in their proceedings are nor tyed up to forms of Judicial pro- 
cecdings : bur are to act upon ſuch inducements and in fuch merhods, whereby 
the Wiſeſt men govern their affairs in which they are ar perfect Liberty, and nor 
under the reſtraint of Laws. They cannot do unjuſtly, whatever methods or 
means they uſe, thar are prudentially and morally neceſſary to this End. 

This power can be no more wanting in Governments than we can be withour 
Government : That which eſtabliſherh rhe one (which is the Law God declar'd 
in the Make and Frame of Humane Nature) affirms and allows the other. 

By the Authority of this Law of God fo declared and promulgated, as I have 
told you, do Kings Reign, and Senators or Princes Decree juſtice. By virtue of this 
Law, and in Obedience to it is this Bill (againft which this Confiderer declaims 
like a ſpeaking Brute,) From this Law of God ; the ſaid Bill when ir paſſeth into 
a Law, will have its Approbarion, Sanction and Eſtabliſhmenr. 

Bur againſt this Bill, with his accuſtomed Truth, Candor and Modeſty, he doth 
Obje&, Thar if ſuch an Authority ſhall belong to the Parliamenr, as ro diſable one 
Succeſſor upon ſuch inducements as are ſufficiently known ; a Parliament ſome- 
time or other may be corrupted by a King, and by mercinarineſs, comply with 
him to ſell the Succeſfion of the Crown to a Foreigner ; we all well enough know, 
that this Bill is deſigned to keep out the Tyranny of Fre ce, or at leaſt, the French 
Tyranny ; Burt for this I leave the King to reckon with him and the Penſioners of 
the latc long Parliament. 

The Gentleman continues to add the Story of 4hab, contriving to poſſeſs him - 
ſelf of Naboths Vinyard, by cauſing him to be falſly accuſed of Blaſpheming God 
and the King ; by which, if true, by the Jewiſh Laws King 4hab had been juſtly 
entitled to it as a Royal Eſcheart: Bur if he had not been as Stupid as a Block, he 
had not mentioned this Story, which is a Preſident and an adjudg'd Caſe againſt 
himſelf, who,bur a Line before, had fo vilely Blaſphemed fo great a King, a far 
greater King than 4hab, though the Parliament divide ſome Authority with the 
King in the Government : Bur what were the Conſtitutions of the jew./b Monar- 
chy, this Writer of Conſiderations, I am ſure, knows no more than his Foot Boy, 
But let him know, that the Romifþ Religion is a Blaſpheeming God, and to bring 
the Kings Life in Danger is worſe than to Blaſpheme him: See what Wiſe Work 
this Conſiderer makes; when, ftorſooth, he would argue, That the Duke of 7 o: 
cannot be ſhut out of the Succeſhon, no more than 4h4b could rake Nabuths Vine- 
yard from him. 

The man of Weighty Conſiderations Tells us in the next Paragraph, That God 
was incenſed againit Za, for ſelling his Birthright, and therefore the Duke muſt 
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not looſe his, contrary to his Will,and all Juſtice, by a prevailing Faction of his 
Inferiovrs. 

Who ever told him, That God was Incenſed againſt Z as for ſelling his Birth- 
right ? Did not God purpoſe the Birthright to Fac«b, betore the Brothers were 
Born, and before they had done Good or Evil, could God be angry wirh him for 
agrecing and exccuting his own Purpoſe and Decree ? Did not 1ſ.:c and Rebrccah 
both know and underitand the Oracle, and in Obedience to it, Faceb was effettive- 
ly Bleſſed by his Father 7ſazc, his confirming the Bleſling firſt gotten by ſurprize, 
and by the Solemnity of thar Bleſſing, his Father 1/aac transferred the right of 
the Promiſe made to Abraham, to be fulfilled in the Line of /acch; indeed the 
place he quotes in 12 Heb. 19. is this, Let noWhoremoaneer or Profane Per(03 be a+ 
mong#t you,'ike Eſau; that would prefer a Senſual! pleaſure before the great things that 
were promiſed by our Lor4 to them that obey him. Wherein the mention of Eſaxs Story, 
is only to illuſtrate and ſer off what they parted with, and for what thar fel! ſhorr 
of the Grace of God, and the deſigns of his Holy Inſtitution : Indeed, if he could 

roveto us, that his Royal Highneſs had any ſuch thing tranſmitted to him in 

's Generation, as the 7cws call the Sezulah (by which they mean ſome peculiari- 
ty which did appropriate the Right of the Promiſes made to 4braham,) which /a- 
cob had, and Eſau wanted,they fay.If he had any Divine mark upon him(beſides the 
Contingency of his Birth) that deſign'd him and markr him for a King, there 
would be ſome Conſequence in his Diſcourſe, and this would be the beit Argu- 
ment thar he harh yer uſed ? But where God doth nor interpoſe by an expreſs 
Revelation, Humane Afﬀairs, Concerns and Intereſts of all ſorts muſt be Governed 
and Ruled by the Laws, Orders and Decrees of the refpefive Governments; I 
would not have bin ſo long in animadverting upon this laſt paſſage, bur thar I 
think our Conſider may be ſome Divine by his abounding ſo much in Scriptural 
Allegations: And I thought it convenient to give you the Sie of the relt of the 
men of thar Order, thatare againſt the Bill, That they may be of little regard 
with my Countreymen in this matter, as they deſerve none ; it being a matter that 
is not in their way : though in matters that belong properly to their Function, 
they may deſerve much who are of the meaneſt of that Order. 

Our Gentleman next proceeds to his political Arguments ; But thoſe can be 
anſwered, I perſwade my ſelf, by every man who hath heard ofthe Plor, Though 
a man of his Size may frame puzzling Arguments th t may perplex mens Minds 
with ſcruples and doubrs ; which a Fool may do, and a Wiſe man cannot remove; 
yer it is ſcarce Poſſible for him to deprive men of their Senſes, and make them 
inſenſible to all the Evils that they hear, ſee and feel and juftly fear, If the Pro- 
reſtants are not (as he ſaith) very ſtrong abroad, we have reaſon to be more uni- 
red at home, and united by the awful Authority of a Law ; If we are Threatned 
with a great power of the Rowan Religion from abroad, (which he affrights us 
with) we have no reaſon to retain the biggeſt power to hurt us within our own 

3owcls : Bur if it be in the power of ſuch bad men as this Prerender to divide by 
flights and wiles the good people of Enzland, and keep them from uniting in the 
only means of their ſatety, we mult periſh : But Woe be to them by whom we 
arerkus deſtroyed. 

This lait effort upon the minds of the People is to intimidate them, that by 
' their fears they may fall under the evils they deſign upon us, he tcatrers his me- 
naccs,as it he were in the place of God, againſt us, and as if he had the CXecuring 
of the Plot in his Power, and tells ns of Sins thar fir us for Rum, Ir is conveni- 
cat ro theſc Plotters to imaging us mighty Wicked, that they jnay believe we de- 
icrve 
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ſerve the Vengeance the deſign. Our Government ir ſelf, our Laws, our Religi- 
on muſt become Wicked when they arrive to a probable power to hurt us : They 
never contrive a Gun-Powder Plor, a Maſlacre, or burning a C ity, but they Dream 
the Iniquity of the People is grown Ripe; They would rura us into 5. dom and 
Gomorr a) (Which this Contiderer frighrs as with) if they cou'd call for Fire from 
Heaven, and then publiſh us to all the World (it we were much better than we 
are) to be as Wicked as the Cities of the Plain, It we cannor obrtaia this Bill, I 
ſhali chen begin ro think, That the Decree is gone forth, and our Fate is approa- 
ching, and that God will ler theſe Villains have their Will over. us : By Gods dif- 
pleaſure, not theirs, I ſhall rake the true Meaſures of our Sins ; His diſpleaſure 
will be remarkable and evident, it he ſeems to deny us the means of our Satery 
and Preſervation, and which is the only means of rhe Kings Salvation from their 
Trairerous Deſign ; If this Bill do nor paſs, they wili rake him for a Wicked King 
roo, and rhey will ſay, He hath no lawful IfTae ro Succeed him for his own Sins, 
(though our Conſiderer faith art preſent, rhar our Sins are in the Caule of ir,) and 
many other remarks of Wickedneſs they will make upon him , when they find ir 
convenient and for their intereſt tro deſtroy him, ar beſt he will be then bur Tenant 
at Will to them of his Lite, as well as his Crown, which this Confiderer molt 
ſlanderouſly chargeth to be deſigned by us, bur if he will follow the Council of 
that Excellent Bi!l , he may live long, and fee good days and Peace upon our I- 
racl, ro which lct ail Good People ſay, AMEN. 

I ſhall only remark two or three things in the cloſe of the Paper of Weizhty Con- 
ſiderarions, Firlt, that he undertakes to 11y and affirm, That the King is as much 
Subje& to the power of Parliament as the Duke, which doth dechrone the Kin 
himſelf, and leſſens him to the Degree of a Subject : Secondly, Thar in this his 
Addrels,- he perſwades the King to rend the Government, to lay aſide the Com- 
mons of =xz/and, and abandon them as Rebels, ro divide from them, and Govern 
by a Houſe of Lords and Privy Council : and Thirdly, Thar the moſt Venerable 
and Loyal! Parliament that ever was Conven'd in this Nation, though nor fo 
clearly purged from the Corrupr Villains of the late long Parliament, as the nexr 
we hope will be, are charged by him to follow the Anarchical encroachments of 
the Factions in the Rump Farliament, by theſe three remarks it is Evident, what 
Principles and Deſigns theſe men are of, that oppoſe the Dukes Bill, and from 
thence you may find Reaſon ro Alſiſt it, and Promote ir with the greateſt unani- 
miry and reſolution, and the rather, tor that the Duke himſelf cannot want Con- 

ſiderations to diſpoſe him to approve of it. 

For what ſhould he do with a Crown that he cannot wear, why ſhould he ac- 
cept of a Truſt that he cannot diſcharge, and a Government thar his Principles 
oblige him to transfer to a Forein Prince, he is too generous a Prince ro enter up- 
on a i rovince only to betray ir. 

He is a Prince of great Charity,it was that ſurely moved him publick!y ro con- 
feſs the Roman Religion, that he might thereby recommend thar Religion ro our 
Belict, tor the better reforming us from Hereſy ? . Why then, thould not the ſame 
Chariry, move him to renounce the Government, leaſt he ſhould offer an irreſilt- 
able Tempration to rhe People to a Rebellion, a greater Sin accounted by a King; 
though a Catholick, (however the Prieſts rate it,) than an Error in Belief. 

But how can we imagine, Thar he will condeſcend to be our King, he doth nor 
intend to accept of our Oaths of Allegiance, and had rather nor be King, than we 

ſhould be his Subjects upon thoſe Terms, why ſhould we Trouble him with the 
Name of a King, Reproach him, call him GA as and Infidel by ſwear- 


ing 
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ing our ſelyes his SubjeQts in the Terms of the Oaths of Allegiance and Suprema- 
cy : Pray think no more of it, Write no more Great and Werznty Conſideratio::s, for 
he intends to be no more your King, than he doth to deſert his Religion and the 
ZE: 41 Catholick Faith. 

Beſides, his Zeal and Services and the Difficuſties thar he hath undergone ſor 
that Church, and the hazards he hath incurr'd deſerye the beſt Place, and High- 
c& Office in that Church, which is, that of a Prieſt, he oughr nor ro be pur off, 
and meanly rewarded with the Sherrifalties, which rheir Eminencies of the Con- 
claye, deſpiſe, -nd he preterr'd to all the Drudgeries and Cruelties that the Prieſt- 
hood of that Church require of the Kings of rhat Communion that become Zea- 
lots. 

He is a Prince that can deliberate and conſider, and will conclude, Thar it is 
better for him to berake himſelf to a Monaſtery now, before he hath filled the 
Land with Blood and Slaughter,and all the miſchiets that the Helliſh Plot deſigns 
upon us, than to take —_— in one hereafter, loaded with the melancholy con- 
ſiderations of a loſt Deſign and intollerable Guilt, if he himſelf ſhould chance ro 
ſurvive, and not be thrown himſelt in the Enterpriſe to the Crows and have the 
Burial of an Aſs. | 

Ee is a great lover of his Brother, as he ought in gratirude to be, who ſects 
him Live, and in his good Opinion roo, after he had departed from his Allegi- 
ance, and become a member of another Hoſt, Poliry and Regimen, and aſter, in 
conſequence thercot the Kings Lifs brought in conſpicuous danger ; Beſides, that 
it was natural and neceſſary thar attempts upon the life of the King ſhould enſue 
upon his publick Declaration of himſelf to be a Papiſt. And we cannot, withour 
thinking too meanly of him, think him withour a foreſight thereof : there re- 
mains therefore, no ways for him to avoid the Guilt of his Brothers Murder, (we 
Tremble at the probability of it) than by renouncing the Crown : The King can- 
not in probability dye before him , except he talls ro the Intereſt ot thar 
Religion which his Highneſs doth Profeſs. So that the Duke will relinquiſh 
nothing by the Conſenting to the Bill, bur the Hopes ro Succeed upon his Bro- 
thers Murder; Buthe would not the one (fo vertuous we will think him,) to 
obtain the other. 

Admit him to be King, he muſt be a King without Subje&s, for he muſt be a 
Slave to one part of the People, to Deſtroy the other; theſe may not be, the 
other will nor be his Subjedas. 

To be an open Enemy is more Princely than to ſubmir to the ſordid methods 
of Falſhood and Treachery,than to betray us and deceive us in the Confidence we 
Juſtly ſhould have in him,if he ſhould Succeed to the Crown by a Legal appoint- 
ment, he hath already departed fromthe Government, which is Treaſon in a 
Common Perſon, bur we will give it in him an honefter name, and call him only 
an Enemy to our State and Religion, and his departure to be an overt Declaration 
of Hoſtility; ler him therefore be conſiſtent with himſelf, purchaſe the Govern- 
ment byConquelt,by the Aſſiſtance of theArms of Frazce,his Popiſh adherenr,and 
home-bred Traytors. But let him not aſſume the Crown by Title and Succeſſion, 
under Obligations ro Govern by Law, and to preſerve us in our Religion, which 
is our Legal Right, and more pretious to us, than any thing elſe the Law entitles 
us unto : Let him not addtallhood to his miſtaken and cruel Zeal, and do all the 
niiſchiefs the Plot deſigns, while he pretends ro Govern. Ler him openly aſſaulr 
us Miſcreants,and ſubdue us Infidels, that already ſtand Curſed _ Excommus- 

nicated, 
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nicated, whom he hith Warrant enough from his Religion to deſlroy with an 
utrer Deſtruction. 

He'is an Excellent Son of King Charles the Firſt,of Bleſſed Memory, who dyed a 
Martyr for the Government of Church and State, and leit his Lite as well as his 
Government, when he could nor preſerve it any longer by his Sword : And do 
you think that James his Son, who carries the Royal Name of his Grandfather, 
though the firſt of En2/and, yer the Sixth of that Name (ih Scorland, will ſuffer 
the Government to be altered, and ro be a King and no King. It is more juſt 
for him to chuſe an Excluſion from the Succeſſion, than to ſuffer the Government 
to be changed, we muſt therefore ſuppoſe him to be willing rather ro Conſent to 
the Bill, and renounce the Succeſſion, conformably to the recent example of his 
never to be forgotten Father,than ro conſent roo, or be bound by any Act of Par- 
liament thar ſhall alter the Government : They are not his Friends, nor agreea- 
ble to him, that would ſpoyl the Government, more valuable in his clteem (as 
well as his Fathers) than a perſonal Reign : That would make him a King in 
mockery, That Conſpire againſt the Government it ſelf, which he will nor, he 
ought not to ſuſtain and endure, as long as there is any Iron and Steel in the 
Hands, or Blood in the Veins of Loyal #:man Carholicks. 

He is an equal Þrince, and will not take it ſo much ro Heart, that he ſees the 
People of his Nativity not {tupid Sots, bur that they can be ſenſible of rhe dan- 
gers that he urgeth- them with, and provide themſelves with Remedies againſt 
the Evils he Threatens. 

Bur if theſe reaſons will not obtain his expreſs Conſent to that Law for his 
Excluſion, they will be allowed inducements ſufficient enough to Paſs it and con- 
clude his Aſſent ; for the narure ofa Law is, to be firſt reaſonable, and to make 
thoſe willing, that thoilld be conſenting to it as reaſonable and fit,bur are nor,and 
ro render them Obedicnr and Submitted : For this is one of the greateſt benefits of 
Government, that they that cannot or will not chuſe what is beſt for themſelves, 
the Laws will chuſe for them, with regard to the Publick, Good. 


I OO 


For the better clearing the matter of the Conſtitutions 
of this Realm, inrelation to the Succeſſion, I thought it 
neceſſary to add theSubſtance of an Ad ot Parliament, yer 
in Force, made 13 ?. Eligabethe. 
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13 Elizabethz Cap. 1. 
An A& whereby certain Offences are made T reaſon. 


FE O:almuch as it is of ſome doubted, whether the Laws and Statutes of this 

calm, remaining at this p2cient 1nFo2ce, are vaiſable and {uificient enough 
to2 the furetp and p:ciervation of the Queens nit Aopal Perton, in whomTonlilt- 
cth ail the RINnn and Comlo:t of the whole State and Subjects of the ficalm : 
w;ich thing all Faithful, Loving and Dutiiul Subjects ought and will, with all 
carciul ftudp and zcal, conſider; toreſee, and p2ovide fo2 ; By the neglecting and pal- 
li::g over whereot with winking Epes, there might happen to g:vw the fubverſi- 
on and ruin of the quiet and moſt happy State and p2:cſeut Government of this 
Vica!m (which God detend,) Theretoze,c. to Declare, #c. during Ver WBajefties 
life, that tli;e Fight ofthe Crown was in any other Perion, ſhould be Treaſon. And 
luch Perion that ſhould, during Ver Majclttes Lite, Uſurp the Crown o2 the iopal 
Sille, Title 02 Dignity of the Crown o2 Hicalm of England, Ec. they and every of 
them io offending, ſhall be utterly diſabled, during their natural lives on!p to have 
v2 £::30Þ the Crown o2 Kealm of England;o2 the Stple,Title o2 Dignity thereof,at any 
rinic in Succeſſion, Jnheritance o2otherwile,after theDeceale of our laid Sovereign 
Ladp the Queen, as if ſuch perſon were naturally dead, any Law, Cuſtome, P?e- 
es; - —ooppgns whatſoever to the contrary Notwithſtanding. Afcer which, theſe 
Worns follow, 

And be 1t further Enacted, Thatifany Perſon ſhall in any wile, hold,and a{lfirm 
vr maintain, that the common Laws of this Kealm, not altered by Pactkiamenr, 
oucht not todirec the Kight ofthe Crown of England; @2, that our ſaid Sovercign 
Le dy, the Queens Majeſty that now 1s, with and by the Antho:1ty of the Parlia- 
ment of England ig not able to make Laws and Statutes of ſufficient to2ce and validi- 
ty tolimit and bind the Crown of this Kealm and the Dilcent, Limitation, Jnhe- 
ritance and Government thereof, O2 that this p2elent Statute, o2 any part thereof 
62 any other Statute to be made by the Xuthozity of the Parliament of England, 
with the opal Aſsent of our ſaid Sovereign Lady the Queen, fo2 limiting of the 
Crown, o2 any Statute, fo2 emgniaing the Kight of the ſaid Crown and Kealm, 
ro be Jufſtly and Lawtullp in the moſt iopal Perſon of our ſaid Sovereign Lady 
the Queen, 18 not, are not, o2 ſhall not, o2 _—_ not to be + ever, of good and 
ſufficient fozce and validity to Bind, Limit, Keſtrain and Govern all Perſons, 
their Fiights and Titles, That in any wiſe map o2 might claim any Jntercit 
o2 Poſiibility in o2 to the Crown of Eogland, in Poſseſfion , Kemainder , ©Jnheri- 
tance, Succeſsion, o2 otherwiſe howſoever, and all other Perſons whatſoever, E- 
very ſuchperſon ſo holding, affirming o2 maintaining,vuring the life ofthe Queens 
Majeſty, ſhall be .zudged a Vigh Traytor, and ſuffer and forfeit, as in Caſes of 
V1gh Trealon 1s accuſtomed, and every perſon ſo holding, affirming or maintain- 
ing _ the Deceale of our ſaid Sovercign Lady, ſhall tozfeit all his Goods and 
Chattels. 
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ANSWER 


TSA 


PAMPHLET 
Lately Publiſhed , 


A LETTER 
Gentleman of Quality 


COUNTRY, 


To his Friend , ec, 


Relating to the Point of HuccEss10N to the 
CROWN, Oc. 


Preſs from a few days, after the great, and weighty Conſi- 

derations were publiſhed. And being now ready to come 

forth, we have a Gentleman of Quality, as he calls himſelf , wn- 

dertaking from Scripture, Law, Hiſtory and Reaſon, to ſhew how impro- 

bable (if not impoſſible) it is to bar the next Heir in the Right Line from 
the Succeſſion , in a Letter to his honouped Friend A. B. 

| G And 


[BY ſeveral Accidents the former Sheets have ſtopr in the 


— 0 — 


ua—_——_——  _ - 


OEEEIR— —a—_—_— - 


. "* " »,. ih - 
- "p8+ $ * > >" 
,”-— 5 +4 af , . 
0, 4 7 y '*F 
$ £ oY a 's 
-” __ 
1990 2 OO OOTY: — On ap—_—_ <—__ 
_——— 
be - =— 
" 
_ cm —— 
—_ —_ - 


TT en a, 


— 


_ ———_— — 


—_—_ 

a. 

"RE72p = 
—_— I Re 


Rn Ye rr 


0 Ee Ger re i tn Ga 


= TD OE —_—_ 
"4 _ k 
pager LE, 'R i.” 
+1 y 


[24] 
. And now after ſo long a time of conſideration , one would 
think the many men of great Parts and Learning that are De- 
pendents onthe Duke, ſpirited with zeal and ambirion , ſhould 
have offered all that they have to ſay againſt the Bil! for exclud- 
ing his Royal Highneſs. And this being (as may be reaſonably 
concluded) the laſt endeavours of the moſt learned and beſt part; 
ed men of that Intereſt ; This Letter for that reaſon only, but not 
for any thing of moment thar it offers, deſerves to be conſidered. 

We will not follow him from Paragraph to Paragraph , ſince 
the greateſt part of ic is vain and empty , pedantick , bombaſt 
and purid affectation, 

[ ſhall only draw you up ſhort Summaries of his ſeveral Rea- 
ſons, and give them all the advantages they can challenge,and im- 
prove them by juſt and natural Inferences ; And that I chink will 
be enough of confuration , and a ſufficient countercharm againſt 
his deceivilg the People. 

He firſt lays down for a Ground ; That the Succeſſion to the 
Crown of England is inſeparably annexed to proximity and next- 
neſsof blood,by the Laws of God and Nature ; And all Statute 
Laws contrary tothe Laws of God and Nature,arc,jpſo fa&o, null 

and void. 

Thac it is contrary to the Laws of God, he proves by the Law 
of God given by Moſes to the Jews in the 27th of Numbers, that di- 
re&ts how the Succeſſion of Lands ſhould be amongſt the Jews, 
and what ſoever Statute Laws are contrary tothoſe Laws, are nul 
and void, he faith. 

The Conſequence of this Argument is this ; That the Laws 
given by God to the Jews are Laws to all mankind : Thar our 
Common Law and Statute Law is againſt the Law of God, and 
null and void, becauſe not agreeable to the Laws of Moſes. Thar 
the Eldeſt Son is not to take by Deſcent the whole Inheritance, 
but a double portion only , and that the Crown muſt be diſpoſed 
of in Deſcents accordingly. That not the firſt Son only, and one 
Daughter , but all che Daughters of a King , if never ſo many 
muſt ſucceed rogether to the Crown : That no Father can ſell his 
Patrimony, for that was the Jewiſh Law, and eftabliſhed in char 
Chapter he quores. | 

-He proves it to be a Law of God further, for that God ſaith to 
Cain of Abel, that bis deſires ſhall be ſubje&, and thou ſhalt rule over him. 

The Conſequence of this, is, that becauſe Cain conld nor kill 
Abel 5 
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Abel ; (notwithſtanding he was to have the Primacy) That Abel 
much more could nor kill Cain his Elder Brother. 

And further he proves that to be a Law of God , becauſe God 
_ choice of the firſt born co be ſanctified and conſecrared to 
himlelt. 

And therefore it moſt cenainly follows , with this Gentleman, 
that he which is nor the firſt born muſt be ſo roo. I wiſh his Roy- 
al Highneſs the ſecond born the Conſecrarion of a Prieſt ; (which 
the Text means)notwithſtanding the Text doth not allow it him) 
ſo thar he will not pretend to the Conſecration of a King, which 
is clearly our of the meaning of the Text. 

He ſays, conſonant hereunto are the Suffrages of the Doors 
of the Civil and Imperial Law. 

The Conſequent of this is, Firſt , that he is not bound to be 
coherent, for he was before proving the Law ofGod to be, that 
the Succeſſion of the Crown 1s inſeperably annexed to proximi- 
ty of blood, and now he tells us of ſome Opinions of Fathers and 
Doctors that are conſonant thereunto, when they do not ar all re- 
late in their Opinions to what he had produced out of Moſes his 
Law. Secondly , Ic follows, that he is impertinently trouble- 
ſome to his Reader,by telling him of the Opiniohis of great names 
in this matter, that the Eldef Son by ordinary right is to have his 
Fathers Eſtate in ſome Countries, or that the Crown doth fo or- 
dinarily deſcend where the Succeſſion is hereditary ; he ſhould 
have ſpared them for another time, when he ſhall ſay ſomerhing 
that all mankind doth nor agree in. Thirdly, That he is a man 
of little reading, otherwiſe he would have been inſufferable im- 
pertinent by 1 0000 quotations in this matter. Fourthly , That 
he is no Civilian ; for rhat in this place he calls the Sovereignty a 
Fee, when all men agree that a Crown is of that fort of Inheri- 
rances, which they call Allodiums that are held z« am 6x 36-. 
This would have made a ſwinging Argument for his Jure Divino, 
if he had thought of it,bur we will give it them gratis ; herells us 
the Duke of York is in the ſame condition as the Eldeſt Son of the 
King reigning , though his Brother be King. Thar the Second 
Son of a King Regent, when the firſt is dead, living, his Father is 
within the 25 of E. 3. that makes it Treaſon to compaſs the 
death of the King's Eideſt Son,and that ſuch Second Son is Prince | 
of Wales, and Duke df Cornwel. 

The Conſequence whereof is, that he is very impertinent, or 
elſe the Duke of York is now Prince of Wales, and Duke of Corn 
wel, 
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wel, and that he is within the Statute of 25 E.3. 

This Argument of his he leaves to be further illuſtrated and pur- 
ſued by the Churchmen and Civilians : Bur leaſt they ſhould 
fail this Epiſtoler ( for I now am well aſſured , that this queſti- 
on and caule is to be managed by the Sword, by Maſlacres,, and 
the French Plot, and not by Writing) I have adventured and will 
proceed to illuſtrate his Arguments , and purlue them into their 
Conſequences , and leave the Epiſtoler of Quality to be purſued 
with laughter , for he deſerves no worſe if it be true that he pro- 
fellſerh that he-is a Proteſtant and Lover of the Government. 

Now he will, he faith, as beſt ſorting with his proteſſion, and 
with a diſcourſe of this nature, derive proofs from the Autority of 
the Common and Statute Law of England. 

From whence * follows, That the Common Law and Statute 
Laws of EnglaÞare proper to be conſulted with, for declaring the 
Laws of God and the Laws of Nature , which they never yer 
pretended ro do, And Secondly,ir follows from thence,that this 
Epiſtoler no more underitands the Common and Statute Laws of 
England, and what place they are to have in the Conduct of our 
manners, and guidance of our conſciences ; Than he doth (as ap- 
pears by what he hath ſaid before) what is the Law of God or 
Nacure. 

He lays it down as moſt evident ; That all the human As and 
Powers in the World cannot hinder the Deſcent of the Crown upon the next 
Heir of the Blood, becauſe (though they may hinder the Poſſeſſion and En: 
Joyment of it) This is a Dowry which the great King of Kings hath reſer- 
ved to his own immediate Donation, and hath placed above the reach of a mor- 
tal arm, and mankind can no more hinder or intercept it, than it can the Influ- 
ences of the Stars or the Heavens upon the Sublunary World , or beat down 
the Moon. 

The Conſequence of this is, that the man is lunatick and of in- 
ſane memory,and hath forgot, and denics what in the ſame breath 
he affirms ; for,he agrees human Power may hinder the poſſeſſion 
and enjoyment , and yer it is no more poſſible to hinder the Deſ- 
ſcent, than to ſtop the Infiuences of Heaven , and to pull down 
the Moon. Secondly , It follows that that which is done is im- 
poſſible ro be done. Thirdly , Thar there is no Right ar all by 
Deſcent, nor can be any Deſcent of the Crown ; for thar it is re- 
ſerved, as he ſays,to God's immediate Donation : And we never 
yet heard of any immediate Gift or Donation thereof from God. 
And if the Duke will ſtay until that be done, we moſt ſolemnly 
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declare we will accept him for our King. And heſhall be a King 
ro all intents and purpoſes (as he terms it;) we will be kinder and 
juſter ro him than his Friends of the ſame perſwaſton with the E- 
piſtoler, who will give him the Name and Style, and would A- 
bridge him,as they pretend,of the Power and Authority of a King; 

He ſays turther , that when the Duke is King , that the Legi- 
ance and Fidelity of. the Subject is due to him by the immutable 
Law of Nature ; from whence it clearly follows , that he muſt 
Flay until that time comes : That when he is a Loyal and Foyal 
King, we are to be his Loyal and Foyal Liege-men and Subjects ; 
For, Calvin's Cale which he cites, by the general Opinions of all 
con{1derable Lawyers,is Apochryphal, where it makes Allegiance 
abſolute and more extenſive than the Legal Power of Kings : 
Bur here he ſubjoyns ſuch loathſom Pedantry , that I cannot bur 
remark it : He ſubjoyns to his mention of Calvin's Caſe, that Ariſto- 
tle, Nature's Amanuenſis (as he calls him) agrees with that Caſe,in 
that he ſaith, 'aewryis merig You quo4 2, pankdls 2% pankdudior, and 
Seneca's Natura Commenta eſt Regem; but for my promiſe ſake I will 
make no further Obſervations upon him , than by bare repear- 
ing of -it to expole it. 

That the King and his Succeflors are Kings by Nature , he 
proves ; For that the Statute Laws do frequently ſtile the King our Nas 
tural Liege Lord : And for further proof tells us , that m Indiftments it 
is ſet forth, that the Treaſon is committed,contra debitum Fidei & Le- 
geanriz, quod naturaliter & de jure impendere deber : Aud the 
King m Indiftments is ſometimes ſtiled Natural Lord. 

Whence it follows, that we are born under Allegiance, that no 
man that is born under any Form of Government can deny Faith 
unto ir , though he never expreſly (wore Allegiance. That the 
King of France is not our Natural Lord, neither doth the Oath of 
Allegiance bind us to that Form of Government, if introduced, 
becauſe the King was born to no ſuch Kingſhip : Nor is our King 
a Natural Lord to any Forreigners that come hither , and the 
Form of the Indictment againſt Forreigners,as the Lawyers know, 
muſt be in another Form. And further it follows , That in all 
Changes of Government, the word Natural is to be adjoyned to 
Allegiance in all Indi&tmentrs of Treaſon committed againſt the 
Government in its ſeveral changes that it may ſuffer ; And this all 
the Lawyers with one voyce pronounce. 

He ſums up all chat he hath ſaid before, thus : No humane Power 
can hinder the Deſcent of the Crown upon the Right Heir ; The Deſcant 
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makes the King, Allegiance i due tothe King by the Law of Nature; The 
Law of Nature cannot be abrogated by buman Power : 'That,Common Law 
is more worthy than Statute Law, and the Law of Nature more worthy than 
beth. But upon better conſtderation of the whole matter, it fol- 
lows with better Conſequence; That Nature hath made no Laws 
about Property, nor about Governments, otherwiſe all Laws of 
Right and Property , and all Governments would have been the 
fame ; for what ſhe make are Univerſal, as the Nature of man : 
Beſides chat if you knew where ſhe became a Legiſlatrix , or if 
this Gentleman could dire& us to a view of her Pande&ts , we 
ought to accord all our Laws to them. Secondly, "That Com- 
mon Law is not to be preferred before Statute Law ; For the 
Judges who declare the Common Law are not wiſer than Par- 
liaments ; though the Common Law appears ſo bad a Rule, 
that it requires oftentimes amendment. Thirdly, It follows, 
thar no Legiſlation is lawful , for that which is to be preferred is 
beſt, and that which is beſt is tro be a Law for ever. Fourthly, 
That no Allegiance is due to any Prince, but whom the Law ap- 
points , and as the Law appoints : That he that is not King to 
him no Allegiance is due. That a humane Power is competent 
enough to alter as well as make any humane Conſtitution. Thar 
which by humane Authority was made, and made allo deſcendi- 
ble ( for all Crowns are not deſcendible) can be altered by the 
ſame Authority in its Deſcent. 

The greateſt part of his enſuing Diſcourle is the remembrance 
of the Tragedies that have been acted upon the Engliſh Nation 
by our Kings : For we have not only ſuffered under their bad 
Government ; But chey have uſurpt one upon another , and we 
have been infinicely miſerable by being drawn into Wars, ro diſ- 
pute which of them ſhould govern us after their own manner 
and faſhion. If this Epiſtoler had had any regard to mankind, 
any bowels and commiſeration for the vaſt Miſeries and Cala- 
mities which we have ſuffered thereby , except he had depreſled 
all mankind fo far below this Jure-Divinity Head, as if they were 
no more conſiderable than a fwarm of Flies, and ought to periſh 
by Thouſands,to the Pleaſure, Luſt and Ambition of any thact is 
big enough co prerend to a Crown ; he had not here talked fo 
glorionſly of the Mater of Succeſſion, he would have pur the 
Crown in Cypreſs, and vail'd irs ſplendour with a mourning 
dreſs , he would not have talked of Pearls and Oriency, ( in his 
fooliſh ſtile) Jewels and Gems of Magnitude. 

Bur 
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Bur, if they, by Cruelty and Treachery have rmitdered one 
another, and uſurpt upon the Legal Right of Succeſſion, and did 
keep the people in a ftate of Wat for Centuries of years ; ſhall 
not we exclude a Single Perſon from the Succeſſion, to preverit 
more and greater Miſeries to be executed perhaps in one year up- 
on this poor Nation, thart the former Uſurpations did produce in 
Centuries of years. 

But let him attempt the Crown , notwithſtanding an At of 
Parliament for his Excluſion ; he is all that while bur attempting 
ro make us miſerable ; if he be not excluded, he doth it certain- 
ly ; weexclude only his Perſon, not his Poſteriry : And we will 
not entail a War upon the Nation , though for & fake and inte- 
reſt of the Glorious Family of the Stuarts. 

The next Argument he produceth, that in Acts of Parliament 
the Right of Succeſſion is called Natural Right, and conſequent- 
ly tharit is unalterable. The Conſequence of this Argument is, 
that a Right by Birth is a Natural Right, and thar truly, for men 
are born - nature. Secondly , Ic follows , that no man hath a 
natural Right by Birth to the Inheritance of his Father, or that his 
Father cannor give it from him, or he himſelf forcloſe himſelf by 
Treaſon and Felony. Or elfe it follows , that notwithftanding 
Princes of the Blood ſucceed by the Right of their Birth , which 
is a Natural Right, or a Right by Narure, they may be fer aſide; 
and excludad the Succefhon to the Crown upon as great reaſon as 
we have for this Bill of Excluſion. 
| His Law-Farrago of Statutes, that have been adjudged void, 
becauſe unreaſonable and- impoſlible , concludes that a Stature 
Law ina matter that is not reafonable and impoflible, is a good 
and binding Law. And therefore he ought t6 have a profouud 
veneration and deference to it (in which we uſe only bis own 
words in this matter, which are the leaſt fooliſh) when it paſleth. 

But if he cannot find the reaſonableneſs of this Bilt , in what 


we have offered, we may further conclude, that nothing will con- 


vince him , bur French Auxiliaries , and a Stack of Faggors in 
Smithfield, If this A&t be impofſible to be executed , we muſt 
conclude that itis in the power of his Party to execnre our Laws, 
Religion and Government , and to Aﬀaflinare the Nation : We 
wiſh only on the behalf of our Religion and Government , that 
we had as great aflurance that the Bill wonld paſs into a Law, as 
the reaſonableneſs is evident. 

Bur this Epiftoler (whoſe Province he faith is Law) nextly un- 
dertakes 
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dertakes to ſay. That the Succeſſion of the Crown to the next Rdeu 
of the Blood , is a Fundamental and Primary ConStitution of this Realm, 
and indeed the Baſis and Foundation of all our Laws. The Succeſſion of 
the Crown to the next Heir of the Blood, is one of the higheſt, eſſential and 
undivided Rights of the Crown. That no Perſon or Community can give 
away or transfer a thing which they never had to give ; of this Nature is the 
Right of Succeſſion to the Crown , which is not the gift of a man , but the 
immediate Dowry (that Word he is fond of ) of God , Nature, and the imme 
mutable Cu5toms of the State. 

Whence it follows , thar God , Nature , and the Immutable 
Cuſtoms of State , met. together once upon a time about this 
matter , or that the immutable Cuſtoms of State did ſometime 
conſult God and Nature about this Matter, and agreed their Sen- 
timents. Or, 

God , and Nature , and Immutable Cuſtoms of State are all 
one: That Cuſtoms of State are made without People : Thar 
Cuſtoms of State are as immutable as God and Nature : That 
God and Nature cannot alter that which is once a Cuſtom : Thar 
God cannot be heard though he interpoſeth with all the Obliga- 
tions that he lays upon us ro Humanity and Juſtice from his own 
Philanthropy and Juſtice, to protect the whole Body of an Inno- 
cent Nation, from deſtroying Zeal and waſting Superſtition ; nor 
Nature her ſelf be heard in her cloſe injunctions of ſelt-preſer- 
vation : But Immutable Cuſtom a more powerful Supream muſt 
prevail againſt God and Nature , though ar firſt they ſtuck toge- 
ther in making this Primary Conſtitution the Baſis and Foundacti- 
on of all Laws; for nothing elſe was certainly in the mind 
of God and Nature ſo much, as to ſetup a Royal Family amongſt 
us a part of mankind : And to ſhew a particular kindneſs to the 
Engliſh People ( for he hath not dealt ſo with every Nation : ) 
Thar he doth not certainly think us worthy of any Laws , any 
Lives or Eſtates, if we do not accept of this ſingular favour ; 
now if we do accept, woe worth us miſerable people. Bur 
Laws it ſeems we can have none without it; for that's the true 
Baſis and Foundation (ſaith he) of all Laws. And this follows 
with good reaſon; for the Succeſſion of the Crown to the next of 
Blood, is one of the higheſt, moſt eſſential and undivided Rights 
of the Crown ; for it 1s clear we muſt loſe our preſent King, 
and he be divided from his Life and Crown, rather than the Suc- 
ceſſion be divided from the next of Blood, and after that , what 
marters it what becomes of the People, of no regard certainly, of 

no 
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fo regard at all , nor to be confidered where the Rights or Pre- 
tences of Kings are concern'd. 

And further , becauſe Kings cannot alienate the Crown which 
doth not lie in Dominion, bur in Truſt, nor in Property, but in 
care ; for Officium eſt imperare non regnum * And becauſe that Peo- 
ple cannot be ſold like Droves of Cattle. Therefore it is with 
clear and irretragable reaſon infer'd by this Letter-Writer : That 
the King mult nor live, that he cannot remove an irreſiſtible 
temptation againſt his own Lite : And we mult receive a King 
that hath devored us a fat Sacrifice to his cruel Superſtition, as his 
Party hath our King, that they may more eaſily come at us. 

Laſtly, He ſaich , That the Right Heir of the Crown cannot be bar'd 
or excluded by Aft of Parliament, becauſe the Acceſſion and Diſcent of the 
Crown in an inftant abſolutely purgeth and diſchargeth all Obitruftions and 
Incapacities whatſoever, created by the ſame Att of Parliament. ; 

From whence it follows, that the Earl of Danby, if he were 
the next Heir , might ſucceed , though attainted of Treaſon of 
State by Parliament ; whereas it the King cannor pardon him, 
2s he cannot, he could not in that caſe of the Diſcent of the 
Crown pardon himſelf. The Heir of the Crown attainted upon 
the devolving of the Crown upon him, is therefore purged from 
the Attainder, becaule he can pardon himſelf, and is intended to 
do ſo : Bur a Treaſon of State can never be pardoned by the 
King ; our young Lawyer knows well enough that an Incapaciry 
by Act of Parliament to execute an Office growing from a mo- 
ral diſabilicy of executing the Truſt of that Office , is not in the 
King's Power to pardon. Secondly, From hence it follows, thar 
chatAtrainder which leaves a Capacity to obtain a pardon of the 
King doth not at all differ from an Attainder that excludes all 
capacity from the King to pardon, and which in the Conſticution 
of the Government he hath no Power to pardon; ſuch are all 
Treaſons of State, where the King is not the pars leſa, and where 
it is fot a private wrong, a ſingle Crime, but the Attempr is up- 
on the whole Government. Thirdly, Hence ic clearly de 
Thar he that is no King, and upon whom the Crown can never 
diſcend (as it will nor if this Bill paſſeth into an A&) ir being 
without the Imperial Crown, without Right, and withour poſlet- 
ſion of it,is yer a King: Thar there is no difference berween an 
A&of Parliament which leaves the Succefour ro a poflibility of 
being purged from the Atrainder it makes : And that Att of Par- 
liament which leaves no ſuch poſſibility, bur doth moſt abſolute- 
ly and expreſly exclude him. I His 
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His Poſitions muſt therefore be falſe , and his Arguments not 
concluding, from which ſuch notorious falſhoods and abſurdities 
are naturally infer'd. 

Inſtead of further Argument , he tells us a matter of Fat, of 
an Att of Parliament made 2.8 H.8.cap.7. to render Queen Elizabeth 
incapable of Sacceſſion : And if ſhe, notwith5tanding got mto the Throne ; 
And if Sir Nicholas Bacon ( who had conſulted the Judges) told the 
Queen that there needed no Formal Repeal of the ſaid AF, for that Corona 
ſemel ſuſcepta omnes omnino defectus tollir. 

The conſequence of this is , Thar if the Duke can notwith- 
ſtanding an Ac for his Excluſion, get into the Throne, he will, 
and ſolert him. Secondly, That a King de fa#o, though a bad one, 
is not to be removed at the expence of a Civil War ; That it is 
madneſs to part with a good one, when in poſleflion, and cruelty 
to the People 


Detrabere Dominum urb1 ſervire parate. 


But afterwards in the 35 of Henry the Eight the Crown 
was limited by A& of Parliament, in Cafe the King and 
Prince Edward ſhould die without Heirs of either of cheir Bodies, 
to the Lady Mary and the Heirs of her Body, and for want of ſuch 
Heir tothe Lady Elizabeth and the Heirs of her Body. 

We are no ways concern'd in the Juſtification of our Bill to 
approve of the humorous Caprice of Henry the Eighth , and the 
arbitrary Laws that he made in his time about the Succeſſion. 
They are Inſtances of his haughty Government, that he impoſed 
upon Parliaments , and that he took the Crown to be ar his dif- 
poſe, and transferable at his pleafure , as his Money and Lands, 
a great indignity to mankind, and an Injury to the Nature of Go- 
vernment. Bur that the Succeſſion of the Crown is the Peo- 
ple's Right, their Appointment, theis Conſticution, and Creatures 
in Parliament , and alterable as far as the Bill defigns , and for 
ſuch Reaſons as preſſeth and urgeth in the caſe of the Duke : 
Whether this I ſay is not to ſatisfaction proved in theſe Sheets ; 
And whether this Epiſtoler hath produced any fhadow of reaſon 
ro prove the contrary, let the World judge ; and whether he 
hah given us any thing for reaſon, bur the infignificanc bluſter of 
words, canting language, and pedantick Nonſence, which will 
never paſs with any man for the leaſt ſpark of ſence for Argu- 
ment. 

Neither 
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| Neither do we place the Right of Succeſſion ro Government 
in the ſame rank with private inheritances ; nor ever were they 
governed in any Country by the ſame Rules ; Though this Epi- 
ſtoler hath produced the Laws of God by Moſes to the Fews (which 
was only to govern private Inheritances amongſt them) to prove 
the unalterable Succeſſion of the Crown amongſt us, which is ſo 
wild an impertinence,wherewith he begins his Letter ; that he will 
be aſhamed of it when he reviews it , and conceal his name for 
ever with care. 

Thar there is one Rule for the Succeſſion of the Crown, and 

another for the Succeſſion of private Eſtates , is from thele Rea- 
ſons, that private Inheritances are diſpoſed of in Succeſſion , ac- 
cording to the preſumed will of the Decedens, which is collect- 
ed from the general Opinion and Practiſe of the People in diſpo- 
ſing of their Eſtates by Settlements ; Or by their Wills and Te- 
ſtaments, in caſe of Allodiums; Or elſe the Succeſſion goes ac- 
cording to the direftion and limitation of the Lord made in the 
firſt collation of the- Fee in caſe of Fees: Bur the Diſcent and 
Succeſſion of the Crown is governed and directed by the preſum- 
ed Will of the People: And that preſumprion.of the Peoples 
Will is made by meaſuring and conſidering what is moſt expedi- 
ent to the publick good, or by the exprels limitation of the Peo- 
ple in their conferring the Royal Dignity. In Allodiums in de- 
fect of Heirs, the Inheritance belongs to the Soveraign Power, 
as 2 thing that is , Nullus mn bonis., and hath no Owner. In Fees 
when the Family is extinct it Eſcheats to the Lord of the Fee. 
In Crowns upon the extinction of the Royal Family , it be- 
longs to the People to make a new King, under what Limitations 
they pleaſe , or to make none , for the Polity is not deſtroyed if 
there be no King appointed ; and conſequently in caſe of this 
ceſſer or diſcontinuance of the Regnum , there may be Treaſon 
committed againſt the People. 

That the Succeflion of the Crown is directed according to the 
preſumed Will of the People , and colle&ted from whart is moſt 
expedient , gives us the Reaſon why one Daughter or Female of 
the next Degree ſhall ſucceed to the Crown, and not all, if more 
than one ; whereas a private Inheritance is equally divided a- 
mongſt them all ; for it is the Intereſt, and therefore the preſum- 
ed Will of the People , that the Kingdom ſhould continue undi- 
vided. The ſtrength of che Kingdom is preſerved in being 
continued united, and the Peace and Concord&of the People there- 


by eſtabliſhed. Thar 
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- Thar a Son by the Second Venter ſhall ſucceed to the Crown, 
which is not allowed in private Eſtates , is, becauſe one ſo born 
is equally of che Family of his Father ; And the expeCation of 
the People as great from him, being deſcended from that Glorious 
Perſon , upon whom the Crown was conferred by the People ; 
Or who after he had got into the Throne, obtained the Submifſi- 
ons of the People. The ſame Reaſon admits an Alien born, 
though he be eſtranged from us by his Birth: 


Eſt m Juvencss eſt in equis patrum Virtus. 


Though whar I have ſaid in this Matter, is ſo obvious, that no 
conſidering man can eſcape thele thoughts , yer I cannor think it. 
impertinent to add it here, to clear what I have laid down in the: 
precedent Sheets, asan undoubred Truth, and evident in it ſelf ; 
That the Succeſſion to the Crown ts the Peoples Right. Bur there is no-. 
thing I perceiveto be allowed clear and evident, when we live in 
an Age, wherein Fools and moſt ignorant Perſons will undertake: 
by the Liberty of the Preſs,ro print and publiſh ro theWorld their. 
crude thoughts,and with great afſurance offer their uncouth Opi-- 
nions with aſtoniſhing preſumption. Beſides to the reaſonable- 
neſs of this Doctrine; Ir is agreeable ro the Illuſtrious Grotius, 
De Jure Belli vx Pacts, Lib.2.Cap.7. 

And nothing follows from his collected Law Caſes, abouc the 
different Rules of Succeſſion of the Crown from Private Fees, 
but that he isa very Young Lawyer. 

Bur I hope that all men that read him , will with reſentment 
think themſelves uſed with ſcorn , when they ſee what frivilous 
fellows attempt upon them to deceive them , and will be fully: 
convinc'd, that the Bill is reaſonable, juſt and hi, ſince they have: 
nothing better to object againſt it. 

The laſt endeavour of the Epiſtoler is to remove the Authori- 
ty of Parliament, and the Act made in the Thirteenth of Queen 
Elizabeth. The Words of which are printed atthe Cloſe of the 
Papers againſt the man of Great and Weighty Conſiderations. 
The Cale is not unparallel'd ro thoſe thar introduced that Law, 
and occaſioned the making of that Declaration ; but what ever 
was the particular Reaſon, the Declaration of that Parliament in 
that Act is general,and therefore an Authority not to be anpeach- 
cd, to prove, That there is ſuch a Power to alter the Succeſſion of 
the Crown, for great Ends, and weighty Reaſons,and juſt Caules : 


Beſides 
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Befides';/ that ſucha Power is lodged in the Parliament, is clearly 
proved by us from the nature of Government, in the foregoing 
Sheets : As alſo that ſuch a Power will not be abuſed by alin it 
in'this Bill of Excluſion , of which I hope no body upon the 
reading of them , will retain any longer any manner of doubr. 
Bur I-carinot before I have done take norice of his little Arrifice, 
in that he doth ſuggeſt that by the Act of Parliament of the 
Thirteetih of Queen Elizabeth Cap. 1. The Title of the Family 
of Starts, is by that Act excluded , when it is evident by the 
words of the A&t , Thar the Diſability therein Enacted is only 
Perſonal, And his: Story of Monſieur the Duke of jou de- 
ligning then co marry the Queens a falfe and malitious infinuari- 
on, to hurt the Memory of that Excellent Princeſs. And conſe- 

yently , that King James and his Race had , and have norwich- 
ſtanding the Validity: of that A&, a good Title ro the Crown ! 
And thar, the Validiry of that Act may be maintained withour de+ 
rogation and injury to his Majeſtie's Sacred Tile, whom God 
long preſerve. 


\ 


— 


A ſbort H ifforical Collefion touching the SuUcctssIO0N 
of the Crow. 


' Hether the Hiſtory of the Succeſſion of the Crown will 
| allow ſo good and clear an Hereditary Right , Jure Hu- 
mano, as we have yielded in the precedent Diſcourſe , the Reader 
will beſt judge by the. ſhort Hiſtorical ColleCtion touching the 
Succeſſion herero ſubjoyn'd. 

In. the Heptarchy there was no fixt. Hereditary Right ; one 


King tripping up the heels of anorher, as he had Power , till one 


ot al | 

. Afterwardno fixt' Hereditary Right', for Athel/tar the Grear 
King was a Baſtard, and ſo were ſeveral others , who by their 
Courage and policy gor-rhe Crown, lo that'a Law was made un- 


derthe, Saxm Monarchy, De: Ordinatione Regum ,- thar direted the' 


Election of Kings, prohibiting/Baftards to be Elected: 
Edward'the Confeſſor was not King Jure: Hereditario. 


Wilkamthe Firſt, called the Conquerour , had no-Right , but- 


from the Peoples Eleftion, | 
K Wilkam 
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William Rufus was Elected againſt the Right of his Elder Bro- 
ther. | Ft, | 

Henry the Firſt came in by the ſame way. - 7 W- 

King Stephen was EleCted 4 Clerv & Populo , and confirmed by 
the Pope. | 8 | 

Henry the Second came in by Conſent, yet he had no Heredita- 
ry Right, for his Mother was living. 

Richard the Firſt was charged before God and man by the Arch- 
biſhop upon his Coronation , that he ſhould nor preſume -to take 
the Crown, unleſs he reſolved faithfully ro obſerve the Laws. 

King John his Brother , becauſe his Elder Brothers Son was a 
Forreigner, was Elected a Clero 25+ Populo, and being divorced from 
his Wife by his new Queen had Henry the Third. 

Henry the Third was confirmed and ſetled in the Kingdom by 
the general Election of the People, and in his life time the Narti- 
on was ſworn to the” Succeſſion of Edward the Firſt , before he 
went to the Holy Land. | 

Edward the Firſt, being out of England by the Conſent of Lords 
and Commons was declared King, 

Edward the Second being miſlead and relying roo much upen 
his Favourites was depoſed , and his Son was declared King in his 
life time. | | | 

Richard the Second for his Evil Government, had the fate of the 
Second Edward. | 

Henry the Fourth came in by Election of the People,co whom 
ſucceeded Henry the Fifth , and Henry the Sixth , in whoſe time 
Richard Duke of Nork claimed the Crown, and an Ac of Parlia- 
ment was made, that Henry the Sixth ſhould enjoy the Crown for 
his life , and the ſaid Duke after him , after which King Henry 
raiſes an Army by Aſſiſtance of Queen and Prince, and at Wakes 
field in battle kills the Duke, for which in Parliament, 1. Ed. 4th. 
they were all by Act of Parliament attainted of Treaſon, and one 
principal reaſon thereof was for that the Duke being declar'd: 
Heir to the Crown after Henry, by Act of Parliament, they had 
killed him. | | 
- Edward the Fourth enters the Stage, and leaves Edward the Fifth 
to ſucceed, to whom ſucceeds Richard the Third, confirm'd King 
by Act of Parliament, upon two Reaſons : Firſt, that by reaſon 
of a Pre-contract of Edward the Fourth, Edward the Fifth his El- 
deſt Son , and all his other Children were Baſtards. Secondly, 
for thatthe Son of the Duke of Clarence Second Brother to Edward. 

| the 
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the Fourth had no Right ; becauſe the Duke was atrainted of 
Treaſon by a Parliament of Edward the Fourth. 

Henry the Seventh comes iri, but had no Title. Firſt, becauſe 
Edward the Fourth's Daughter was then living. Secondly , his 
own Mother, the Counteſs of Richmond was then living. 


After him Henry the Eighth wore the Crown, who could have 


no Title by the Father. In his time the Succeſſion of the Crown 
was limited three ſeveral times , and the whole Nation ſworn to 
the Obſervance. 

Sir Thomas Moor declared that the Parliament had a Power to 
bind the Succeſſion, and would ſubſcribe thereto: : 

Edward the Sixth ſucceeded , bur his Morher was matried to 
King Henry while 4m of Cleve his Wite was living. 

Queen Mary was declared a Baſtard , and by virtue of an A& 
of Parliament of Hetry the Eighthſhefucceeded, whicir Act be- 
ing repealed in the firſt of her Reign , and the Crown being li- 
mired otherwiſe by Parliament all the Limirations bf che Crow 
in Henry the Eighth's Reign were avoided,-fo that 
 QueenElizabeth, who was declared a Baftard by A&t of Parli- 
anent in Henry the. Eighth's time, and limited to ſucceed in ano- 
ther At in his time ,” and that Act repealed by Queen Mary,: be- 
eame Queen in the force of her own Ac of Parliament , which 
declares her Lawtul Queen. RY | 

The Crown was entail'd in Richard the Second's time, again iri 
the time of Henry the Fourth,again in the time of Henry the Sixth, 
again in the time of Edward the Fourth, again in the time of Rich- 

ard the Third, again in the time of Henry che Seventh, thrice in 
the time of Henry the Eighth. 

"And upon the Marriage of Queen Mary to King Philip of Spain: 
Both the Crowns of England and Spain were entail'd , whereby ir 
was provided that of the ſeveral Children ro be begotren upon 
the Queen ; one was to have the Crown of England,another Spain, 
another the Low Countries , the Articles of Marriage to this pur- 
pole were confirmed by Act of Parliament, and the Pope's Bull. 

So that it was agreed by the States of both Kingdoms, and the 

Low Conntries , and therefore probably the Univerlal Opinion of 
the great men of that Age , that Kings and Sovereign Princes, 
with the Conſent of their States had a Power to alter and bind 
the Succeſſion of the Crown: 
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